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From: Paula Foot ]
Sent: Friday, November 1, 2013 1:02 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Letter to BCUC

Dear Commissioners, 
I am greatly concerned about the opt out fee of $35 for retaining a sturdy and functioning analogue meter.   
I have saved Hydro some $500 by refusing a smart meter, which will need to be replaced two or three times as 
frequently as the analogue ones. 
I can read and send in my own consumption. 
I undoubtedly have a lot more time than you to read about the daily mishaps around smart meters - power 
surges, ruined and malfunctioning appliances, fires, meltdowns, huge bills, electricity consumed to keep the 
meters relaying to connectors even when homes are vacant, non pollination of fruit trees around smart meters, 
and the ever possible health damage from increasing electro magnetic sensitivity and risks of cancer - all things 
which you have no interest in examining, but all of which point to why many of us don't want smart meters and 
consider it unreasonable to be charged for trying to protect our homes and loved ones.  
Apart from the unfairness of being charged for trying to protect ourselves; from being harassed and intimidated 
by Hydro for not agreeing to the installation of a potentially dangerous radio transmitter, we are to be charged 
 $65 any time they decide to try and gain access to our meters and cannot.  This could be on a weekly basis if 
they so wished! This madness has to be stopped. 
Then there is the question of affordability.  With my "widow's Mite", and by living very frugally - no cordless 
phones, microwave oven and one light bulb at night, sitting wrapped in a blanket holding a hot water bottle - I 
save as much power as is possible.  This means I can give a little to United Way, Salvation Army, Hospice and 
other charities. Having to pay Hydro $35 a month means  the local community will not receive my pittance - 
just one small ripple in a pond but Hydro's unjustifiable charges will extend the suffering. 
I hope you will look beyond figures and profits to the larger picture of who your decision affects - because we 
have no other recourse than your good sense and humane understanding. 
Thankyou, 
Sincerely 
Paula Foot 
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