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Dear Sir/Madam:
The suggested pricing for the BC Hydro Wireless Smart Meter opt-out seems 
excessively high and is suggestive of merely a different way of exerting pressure on 
those that do not wish a wireless smart meter. Those most vulnerable to health 
effects are often the elderly, those already ill and children are often those with limited 
funds.
BC Hydro has not made public any program or safety net to address the needs of 
those that may be forced to choose between food, bills and heat whether the 
hardship occurs due to the increased rates or opt-out fees
Meter readings have been included in the rates, so it appears the Wireless Smart 
Meter users are the ones that have opted-out. Those savings of not having meter 
reading could fund what BC HYDRO says is a small number of analogue meters. 
To do otherwise, and huge dollars assigned to reading the meters makes it appear 
the analogue meter owners are subsidizing those with some very costly meters. 
To my knowledge the analogue meters are read once every two months. So why are 
we being charged $35 per month or $70 per bill? 
There other countries and our neighbours in the USA, also in heated debates over 
opt-outs from the forced exposure to a technology that appears to be having some 
serious health effects.  
Some areas are allowing opt-out with no charge. Others are charging nominal fees. 
In California opt-out is $75 plus $10 per reading. Those who are in a low income 
program (CARE) and opt-out it is an one-time fee of $10 and month of $5.  http://
docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/NEWS_RELEASE/164434.htm
Maine is a $40 one-time fee and $12. http://www.cmpco.com/smartmeter/
smartmeteroptions.html
 
WIN-WIN PRICING OPTIONS FOR BC HYDRO: 
These options, if incorporated, would cut BC Hydro’s cost substantially. We know the 
card system is one they use, but do not publicize, as we were on that system when 
we rented in an area with gated properties around Walnut Grove, B.C.. The meter 
reader left a card in the gates that we filled in out and mailed. 
I agree that not all options may not work for all of BC Hydros clients.  But, they are a 
business, and like any business they should be developing programs and options to 
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better serve clients.  Here are some on the options that they could incorporate to 
lessen their own expense and that of their clients.  Options can be combined.     

1.) Resident records meter reading and sends it in 
by:
mail or email (on a card/form)
takes photo of the meter reading and mails or email it
2.) Have a BC Hydro meter reader visit to do a 
reading:
once or twice a year 
or when a person moves.

3.) Do estimates and have physical meter reading twice 
a year or when a resident moves. 
This has been a stressful situation. I am hopeful that the proposed 
fees will not be approved as applied for as I have been able unable to 
be employed for a couple of decades due to environmental injury.  I 
don’t want to have to choose between health, bills and hydro. 
 
Karen R Forbes

 
 




