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To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX; 
Subject: B.C Hydro Smart Meter Choices Program Application 
Date: Monday, October 21, 2013 8:41:28 PM

To B.C.U.C Secretary:
 
1. My contact info is as follows: Anthony Foster, , 

 

 
2. My position on the B.C Hydro Smart Meter Choices Program Application 
is that I demand a NO FEE smart meter program OPT-OUT for an analog 
electro-mechanical meter. Primarily for the reasons of fire risk, safety, 
privacy, and security.
 
3. There are three individuals residing in our household, my wife and I , who 
are over the age of 65 on a retirement income, and an adult son who is on B.
C Disability, we believe the fees requested by Hydro are unnecessary, 
exorbitant, and punitive for those on a lower income. We consider the 
smart meters a potential fire risk, due to design flaws, that would endanger 
our safety. Such flaws may include a metal oxide varistor surge protector or 
MOV installed in the new meters. MOV serge protectors are known for 
having a limited lifespan in service, they absorb surges by directing the 
excess voltage to ground and radiating it off as heat, the more surges they 
absorb, the more heat they produce with each new surge, and the shorter 
the life span, because of this MOV failures have been attributed to the 
cause of numerous electrical fires.  There is also the current load limiting 
switch, and associated control circuitry, that could cause a fire should the 
circuitry fail in some way causing the switch contacts to flutter, arc, and 
heat up.
 
We also regard them as an appalling invasion of our privacy given the 
detailed information they can gather about our hour by hour, minute by 
minute, electrical usage, the gathering of such detailed data is completely 
unnecessary and may be a violation of privacy laws. Through some research 
we have also found that the particular make and model of smart meter that 
Hydro has chosen also employees a Zigbee module, while this module is 
apparently inactive it has the ability for so called “Smart Appliances” to 
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communicate with and be controlled by the utility. Again we also have the 
current load limiting switch in these meters, which is also remotely 
controlled, this is particularly disturbing where our electricity service can be 
cut off on a whim, or by accident, such features are Orwellian by their very 
nature. 
 
At the same time just how secure is the wireless mesh network? Anything 
that is wireless, transmits and receives, can be intercepted, hacked into, or 
interfered with for criminal or other malicious activities, and leaves the 
electrical grid open to attack. It is not unknown for foreign powers and 
terrorist groups to launch cyber attacks on utility infrastructure in North 
America. 
Please consider abolishing ALL charges by B.C Hydro for opting out and 
retaining our safe, secure, and reliable analog meter.  
 
Thank you for allowing my voice to be heard
 
Sincerely 
 
Anthony Foster
 

 




