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Mrs. Christine Francis

 

 
Letter of comment re.  B.C. Hydro smart meter fees
 
I have suffered from migraines for most of my life.  With diligence and  self-
sacrifice I have been able to significantly reduce my migraine attacks and 
the very expensive medication used to treat them.   I spend a lot of time, 
money and effort in reducing my exposure to toxins in the foods that I eat 
as well as the cleaners and soaps that I use.  I choose to live in a rural area 
away from cell towers and city pollution.  I already know that I have a 
sensitivity to  wireless devices and I cannot afford to be sick or 
incapacitated in any way.  I am the sole caregiver for my husband who has 
kidney disease and spends three days a week in the hospital hooked up to a 
dialysis machine.  In other jurisdictions where smart meters have been 
installed an increase in headaches has been reported.  Now I know that not 
everyone will get headaches but I’d rather not be used as a guinea pig or 
play Russian roulette with my and my husband’s health.  The bedroom in 
our small home is right over the meter so we would be sleeping with our 
heads only a few feet from the meter.  When we voiced our concern about 
this we were told that, for approximately $2000,  we could have the meter 
moved to another location on our property.  We are retired and that 
expense is unreasonable especially since the analog meter that we are using 
works just fine and according to their own site will last longer than a smart 
meter.  I am not being arbitrary or deliberately antagonistic, believe me,  it 
would have been far less stressful to have accepted a smart meter.  The 
stress from the bullying, threats and intimidation has already taken it's toll 
on our health. My husband and I have spent hours researching, discussing 
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and thoughtfully  considering the pros and cons and our options.  I feel that 
I am being attacked and punished  with fines and fees for merely protecting 
my health and that of my family.  I thought that I had the right to protect 
myself from something that I believe to be harmful and I should not have to 
pay to have that right recognized.  I feel that we are being punished  for 
refusing to go along with B.C. hydro’s questionable scheme.  A scheme that 
was removed from oversight and public discussion.  B.C. Hydro appears 
inflexible and punitive.  I am a law abiding, retired public servant,  fully 
capable of phoning in my meter readings each month or emailing a photo of 
the meter.  One yearly reading by a meter reader would save everyone 
money (including Hydro).   $70 for five minutes of work reading a meter 
equates to $1400 an hour. Even at half that,  allowing for travel time 
between homes, $700 an hour appears excessive and unreasonable.  
Companies in the private sector would never be allowed to get away with 
such treatment of their customers but our only recourse is to throw 
ourselves at your mercy.
 
Thank you,
Chris Francis




