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From: Lavonne Garnett 
Sent: Wednesday, October 16, 2013 1:03 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX

We wish to submit the following two letters to the BCUC hearings being held for BC 
Hydro's application to extort fees from its customers, who believe Smart Meters are 
detrimental to our health and well-being. We have received no responses to these 
letters from the BC Liberal Government, so it feels that we have no voice. It appears 
to us that the BC Liberal Government and BC Hydro have an agenda to create a 
grid, with information gathering, that is not in our best interests. BC Hydro's running 
into debt with run-of-the-river projects,  building power lines from Terrace to Dease 
Lake to service a planned 40 mines (up from about $400 million to about $736 
million), plans to build a Site "C" dam to service those mines and LNG plants in 
Terrace, is in the interest of industry.  These projects were touted to provide jobs for 
BC, but now BC is in the process of importing 600 labourers from Ireland, because 
ours do not have the skills. Why should we trust governments who are bungling so 
many deals? Why not create an economy based on the kinds of work that people 
are interested in and that keeps them home with their families? Now, this Smart 
Meter debacle appears to be a money grab for faulty business deals. Moreover, the 
Smart Meter program was announced to cost the taxpayers  about $500 million, but 
has doubled in price.  It appears that either BC Hydro goes bankrupt or we bail it 
out. 
 
 
I did not mention in our letters that we are concerned about the unknown, but highly 
suspected, effects of Smart Meter radiation on insect populations and flower 
pollinators, such as bees. Does the BCUC take all of these concerns into account in 
making decisions, or have laws been enacted or directives given to BCUC that 
dictate the decision to be made? Will the BCUC, at least, answer these questions, 
since in a questionable democracy answers have not been forthcoming. 
 
 
 
Lavonne Garnett & Nick Dudink 
 
 
1) BC Hydro, 
Smart Meter Specialist Department 
6911 Southpoint Drive, Burnaby BC, V3N 4X8                             
January 14, 2013 
  
Attention: Charles Reid, CEO BC Hydro, charles.reid@bchydo.com 
and B.C. Hydro, Corix Utilities,  and agents and/or assignees thereof: 
smartmeters@bchydro.com and info.utilities@corix.com 
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Dear Sirs / Mesdames: 
  
Re:     
          
  
We are the holders of the above-referenced account with your utility and the 
occupants of the above-referenced residential dwelling (“Our home”). This is further 
to our correspondence, wherein we notified you that we refuse the installation of a 
wireless Smart Meter at Our Home.   
 
Several years ago, when it was first published in our newspaper, we wrote to Mr. 
Gordon Campbell’s government, informing them of our concerns about plans for a 
Smart Meter program. Our concerns were ignored.  
 
We find it unacceptable and undemocratic for the BC Liberal government and BC 
Hydro to force our family to have a Smart Meter installed on our property. We 
believe that regular exposure to EMF energy is not meant for the human body, and 
therefore, we do not use a cell phone, or wireless devices. One of us is especially 
sensitive to EMF energy, with a feeling of edginess when exposed to this energy in 
public places, such as wi-fi restaurants and motels. 
 
Nor, do we trust that our privacy is secure. We were told in the newspapers that 
Smart Meters would allow us to check our usage, as if we could not assess our 
usage using common sense. In order to check usage, it will be necessary to buy 
appliances with chips in them, sending wireless signals throughout ones house to 
the main meter. Moreover, we become more vulnerable to privacy intrusion from 
those who would like to know our consumption use for business purposes, or who 
would intercept signals to see if we are using less power, indicating we are possibly 
not home, making us more vulnerable to home invasion.This is also unacceptable. 
 
Additionally, Smart Meters are not electrically safe. , a woman’s house 
caught on fire, shortly after a SM was installed. Our neighbour’s house wires burned 
very shortly after a SM was installed. There are many reported incidents of homes 
catching on fire or the wiring overheating and damaging appliances just after a SM 
was installed. We are not willing to take that risk.  
 
Furthermore, putting all BC residents on one Smart Grid puts us all at risk of storm 
damage or terrorist attacks on our electricity supply. In addition, many people 
complain that their hydro fees have gone up, since a SM was put on their homes. 
 
Combined, there are too many negatives and we believe that in a democracy we 
should have a choice. The worst part is that BC Hydro and our BC Liberal 
government are trying to prevent us from making decisions that we consider to be in 
our best interests for our health. It is truly remarkable, to say the least, that there is 
a semblance of dictatorship in what used to be regarded as a democracy.  
 
We strongly maintain our concern that the installation of a wireless smart meter and 
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consequential emission of microwave radio frequency emissions at or about Our 
Home will cause harm to our family.   On May 31, 2011, the World Health 
Organization recognized that radio frequency electromagnetic fields are a Class 2B 
possible human cancer risk. Wireless smart meter emissions fall under this 
classification of emissions and risk. 
  
As a condition of accepting continuous service from BC Hydro, we may have 
granted you permission to enter our property to access your meters, however the 
Tariff does not contemplate the inclusion with your meters of a device that is going 
to invade our home with microwave radio frequency emissions.  Neither of the 
Electricity and Gas Inspection Act, Clean Energy Act, Hydro and Power Authority 
Act or BC Hydro’s Electric Tariff authorize you to install such a device at Our Home. 
   
In the event that you cut off power to our home as a result of our refusal to allow you 
to install a wireless smart meter at Our Home, we will consider you as having 
breached the Tariff and we will hold you accountable for damages in that regard.  
You are on notice that our family relies for our health and livelihood on the ongoing 
provision of power to Our Home. 
  
In the event that you install a wireless smart meter at Our Home notwithstanding 
this notice, we will consider you as having trespassed and intruded upon our 
seclusion and we will take steps, as permissible by law, to hold you accountable in 
that regard. 
 
Please confirm, in writing, receipt of this letter. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
Lavonne Garnett & Nick Dudink 
 

September 15, 2013 
 
BC HYDRO 
P.O. Box 9530 STN TERMINAL 
Vancouver, BC V6B 9Z9 
 
Dear Mr. Reimer, BC Hydro employees, Mr. Bennett, Ms Clark, BC Utilities 
Commission et al: 
  
I have received a letter from BC Hydro re Meter Choices Program. This is the first 
time I have heard of this limited choices program. I understood, during the last 
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election campaign, that we, the citizens, who pay for BC Hydro through our hydro 
rates and as taxpayers, would not have to have a Smart Meter. At no time during 
that campaign were we told that there would be a limited Meter Choices Program. 
 
In a democracy, (and if I am wrong about us living in a democracy, please tell me) I 
believe that we have choices to live in what we deem to be a healthy and safe 
manner. In a democracy, we are not coerced into having to "choose" something that 
we believe is bad for us. In a democracy, we are well informed of actions that 
governments propose to take for the governance and betterment of our society. 
 
Several years ago, when I first read in the Times Colonist about the consideration of 
installation of Smart Meters (SM) in BC, I did some research and found that 
residents of Ontario, in the areas where SM were installed were not happy with 
them. They found that their hydro bills went up, that they were pressured to use 
electricity for lower rates at times of the night, when they were preparing to go to 
bed, and that they were concerned about privacy and the long-term health effects of 
electromagnetic frequency. Hence, I wrote to the Liberal government at the time, 
and expressed my thoughts. I received a reply that brushed off my concerns. My 
'Letter to the Editor' of our local newspaper was not printed, and no more 
information of the topic was forthcoming, until the decision to start installing the SM 
was announced. We, the citizens of BC, were not well informed by the Liberal 
government before it took it upon itself to decide that BC needs Smart Meters.  
 
By then, the initial estimate of a $500 million expenditure had escalated to about 
$900 million, and I believe it is over $1 billion now. It did not make sense to me to 
spend $500 million to replace good meters, with questionable ones. BC Hydro now 
has the gall to ask us to increase our fees to pay for this exorbitant and 
unnecessary expenditure, with excuses that it saves money (by creating a loss of 
jobs for BC citizens/meter readers), and that it will bring to the attention of BC Hydro 
any power outages. Power still goes out and it still takes time to be put back on.  
 
At the same time, BC Hydro and the BC Liberal government wants to build Site "C" 
dam to provide more power for the proposed natural gas and mining projects in 
northern BC, and elsewhere. Would the natural gas and mining companies foot the 
entire bill for the Site "C" dam, since BC Hydro does not seem to be able to pay for 
meter readers without extorting fees from people, who do not want the Smart Meter 
product? How else would BC Hydro pay for the proposed Site "C" dam? 
 
As I think I live in a democracy, I think I can have a choice of keeping my analog 
meter, at no extra charge. I think it is my right not to be exposed anywhere on my 
property to electromagnetic frequencies beyond what is already in the "airwaves". 
We, as humans, have so messed up our environment, that species are 
unnecessarily dying/going extinct, cancer is forever on the rise and people are 
turning to all types of drugs to alleviate their lack of well-being due to living in 
unhealthy, distorted, unnatural conditions. Is there a person in Canada who does 
not know someone who has or had cancer or has not had cancer herself? Even 
babies are born with cancer! Our climate is changing and our food supply is under 
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threat. And, Site "C" dam would flood hundreds of acres of good farmland! 
 
As a Canadian citizen, who believes I live in a democracy, who sees daily the 
degradation of my environment, who walks a fine balance to maintain my health 
where our food supply is no longer natural, our air and water are polluted--I believe I 
have a right to determine what I put into and onto my body. I get to choose what is 
healthiest for me. Nor, do I want to even risk the installation of a SM that has been 
linked to unusual overheating of house wires with resulting fires and damage for 
which BC Hydro, so far, claims no responsibility.  I do not believe that SM are 
healthy, I do not trust that information obtained from SM would guarantee my 
privacy, and I do not believe that I should be penalized for my efforts to maximize 
my health, my safety and my sense of well-being.  
 
Therefore, if I truly live in a democracy, I, and others like me, must be given the 
CHOICE of keeping an analog meter at no additional charge. We, who do not 
choose a SM in a democracy, must not be punished for what we believe in. We 
must be given the choice to live the way we believe is best for us. Otherwise, we 
live in a dictatorship. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Lavonne Garnett 

 

"Man did not weave the web of life; he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself." 
Chief Sealth 
 
 

 




