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From: Jessica Klein 
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 2:09 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Re: BC Application for Fees to Read Analogue Meters

Importance: High

 
On Oct 22, 2013, at 11:46 AM, Jessica Klein  wrote: 
 
 
I would like this letter to be submitted to the panel as our submission,thanks,Jessica and Joe Klein 
 
 
 
 

To whom it may concern: 

Please advise me on the procedure to register as interveners to voice our official opposition as  BC 
Hydro ratepayers regarding BC Hydro's request to bill meter reading charges to their customers 
who retain analogue meters. I understand by registering I will receive access to all communications 
and will have a chance to voice my concerns about the timing, the amounts... every aspect of this 
application. 

 

We retain 6 analogue meters on our property which are easily accessible. We wish to strongly 
contest the notion that we should pay 5x the proposed $35/mo. fee for reading meters which can 
easily be manually read on the same visit by a meter reader,so that would make the total fees 6 times
the cost, making the cost over $2,500.00/ year in additional fees. 

 

We are willing to voluntarily submit our meter readings to BC Hydro online and/or go on equal 
monthly billing to minimize the number of trips to our meters required by a BC Hydro meter reader in 
an effort to minimize BC Hydro's patently preposterously-high proposed monthly fees to read our 
meters. 

 

We understand that the BC government has restricted BCUC with respect to the scope of what you 
can recommend re: the smart meter issue. Our understanding is also that you retain the right to 
modify the proposed meter reading fees as you see fit. Are you aware that other jurisdictions charge 
far less, if anything, for this service? 
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We hope you will protect those of us who, for our own reasons, wish to retain our analogue meters by 
drastically reducing BC Hydro's proposed meter reading fees to what they actually should be - close 
to zero. 

On another note, scientific evidence suggests smart meter emissions may be harmful to bees. We 
rely upon honey bees and wild bumblebees to pollinate the crops that we grow on our farm. Without 
them our farm would become unproductive. We do not think it is fair that we should be forced to pay 
significant protection money to B.C. Hydro to protect our farm income from the probable threat posed 
to it by smart meter emissions. 

 

We have paid our BC Hydro bills faithfully for over 30 years. Our understanding was that the billings 
we have been paying included a component for meter reading. BC Hydro is now effectively proposing 
to more than 6x our bill  for our family's  meter reading service. Please do the reasonable thing 
and restrict/reject this notion. 

Joe and Jessica Klein 




