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Subject: BC Hydro"s Smart Meter Choices  -  Letter of Comment
Date: Thursday, October 24, 2013 2:12:24 PM

Gabriele Klein

 
 
Dear BC Utilities Commission,
 

 
With this letter I would like to officially register my concern about the 
costs for opting out of the Smart Meter program, for not being allowed to 
keep my analog meter permanently and for 'failed installation' charges.  
 
The proposed monthly fee of $35.00 is punitive, prohibitive and could be 
considered extortion.  Bi-monthly meter reading has always been a part of 
our BC Hydro service.  Why a monthly fee now?  Seems to me that there 
are a variety of options:  customers could read their meters bi-monthly 
and call in or email the reading including a photo of the meter if desired; 
meters could be read semi-annually or annually with estimated 
consumption in between.  Why not try a little creativity rather than the 
current fear and bullying tactics?
 
By rejecting a smart meter I am trying to protect my family's heath.  In 
my view, being forced to pay such fees amounts to paying 'protection 
money'.  Seems more like a scene from 'The Godfather' than democracy in 
BC.  Citizens should not have to choose between protecting their health 
and food or rent.
 
I have been following the EMR issue since the eighties, have read much 
research and have created an EMR free sanctuary in my home that I wish 
to retain.  I think the proposed fees are punitive and prohibitive.
 
Thank you for your concern,
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Gabriele Klein
 
 
Cc Bill Bennett, mem.minister@gov.bc.ca 
     John Horgan, john.horgan.mla@leg.bc.ca
      MLA Greg Kyllo, greg.kyllo.mla@leg.bc.ca 
   Adam Olsen, leader@greenparty.bc.ca
   Charles Reid, charles.reid@bchydro.com
   Hon. Judith Guichon, ghinfo@gov.bc.ca
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