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From: Judy Kubrak 
Sent: Saturday, November 16, 2013 2:59 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Smart Meter Opt Out Fees

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I would like to express my concerns about the way in which a decision to retain my analogue meter is being 
handled by BC Hydro. 
 
I have opted to keep my analogue meter for several reasons: 
 
1. Health reasons:  I have read extensively on this subject and there are very real health risks which are not 
being addressed. 
 
2. Safety of the meters: smart meters have been shown to break down after short usage and have been 
known to explode and start fires. 
 
3. Invasion of privacy: smart meters have the capacity to do surveillance of the household. 
 
I was never consulted as to whether I wanted a smart meter and feel that this undemocratic decision by BC 
Hydro/the BC Liberal government contravenes my rights as a citizen. I feel the threat to charge me 
$35/month extra for maintaining my present meter is intimidation as it makes no sense. Why would I have 
to pay this monthly when presently a reading is done bi-monthly?  
 
If this is really a democratic province, I would have had the opportunity to contribute to a discussion of the 
wisdom of having smart meters.  

Charging people $420 per year to not have a wireless meter installed is simply extortion. It ignores the 
savings that will occur when BC Hydro doesn’t have to pay and install thousands of wireless meters, which 
are extremely expensive. People already have regular meters. They are not broken. They work very well. 
The meters are only read several times a year. There is no justification to charge people to keep what they 
already have.  

I urge the Commissioners to do the right thing for BC citizens and democracy. Reduce the opt out fee to nil. 

Yours truly. 

 

Judy Kubrak, 
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