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Attached is my letter with comments regarding concerns of the op-out options of 
the Smart Meter Program.
 
John Lawrence
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BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM



SUBJECT:  BC HYDRO SMART METER OPT-OUT PROGRAM 

TO:  commission.secretary@bcuc.com:  Members of the B.C. Utilities Commission  

PLEASE ADD THE FOLLOWING LETTER TO THE HEARING AGENDA ON THURSDAY OCT. 24, 2013 

 

I am a long-time customer of BC Hydro, and have always paid my bills in full and one time.   Our 

household makes every attempt to be wise power consumers.   It has been  an amicable relationship 

until recently with the advent of Smart Meters. 

My wife is highly EMF sensitive.   We have ridded our home of wireless computers and phones.   I also 

removed all dimmer switches which produce dirty electricity.  Now, BC Hydro is trying to force us to 

have a Smart Meter on our home, which will more than undo all the good we have tried to achieve in 

reducing EMF.  Our need to retain an analog meter is not a choice, but a necessity.  But obviously, BC 

Hydro either does not recognize EMF Sensitivity Syndrome or callously doesn`t give a damn.  BC Hydro 

should take a look at the fact that in some other jurisdictions, power providers have installed filtering 

devices at company expense to ensure customer safety.    

www.iewellspring.org/tech/FilteringNewSmartMeters.pdf 

This callous disregard of our health, coupled strong/arm  verbal threats and, now, a financial threats, has 

caused incredible emotional stress.   Now, if we want to keep our old meter, (which is not a choice, but a 

necessity) we are told we must pay $35.00 a month to have it read.  This is extortion!  We are 

pensioners, and though doing all right, $420.00 a year adds to our financial burden. 

My concerns are: 

BC Hydro keeps stating that an old meter will cost me $35.00 per month, and that this fee will partially 

cover the cost of manually performing the meter reading. 

Currently, meters get read every two months for those who are not on equalized payment plans.  Why 

would this now revert to MONTHLY readings?  A financial slap at the hold-outs, perhaps! 

Why can there not be an option of equalized payments and a once a year equalization  payment 

 OR  (for those who do not want equalized payments) 

Give the analog meter users the option to send in a digital photograph of their meter, and have the 

meter read once a year to verify. 

Either of these options would cost no more than the current system, and actually less, for those not 

currently on equalized payments, and would not be penalizing either the end-user or BC Hydro. 

We are a society with the capability to do things electronically, so, as Hydro wants US to get with the 

program, I am asking that THEY get with the program and consider either of these options. 

mailto:commission.secretary@bcuc.com
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2. 

BC Hydro also states that part of the $35.00 will offset the expense of adding infrastructure to ensure BC 

Hydro`s electricity grid works as plans. 

I am confused.  What added infrastructure?   The grid either works, or it doesn`t.  

The powers that be keep stating that Smart Meter EMF is within safety standard parameters. 

Are you aware that the standards are grossly out of line with international standards?  Citizens for Safe 

Technology, among other groups, are trying to get the standards reviewed and modified to come into 

line with international standards.   The review process keeps getting delayed.   My feeling is that it will 

keep getting delayed until the grid is fired up, and by then, it will be too late.  God help us! 

Fire risk. 

I have spoken to an individual whose house caught on fire, and the source was the Smart Meter.  BC 

Hydro denies all culpability for any and all such fires.  Frightening. 

Security issues. 

With  Smart Meters, every scrap of information on our comings and goings will be available in the 

system.  I was in the Navy and am extremely security conscious.   The aspect, alone, is enough to make 

my hair stand on end. 

I would appreciate the support and understanding of the governing bodies to both recognize that 

certain people are highly sensitive to EMF, and that penalizing them emotionally and financially 

(especially seniors) is unconscionable.   Please support our right to choice with no extra costs. 

 

Sincerely, 

John (and Anita) Lawrence 

 

 

 




