
1

From: David Lowther 
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 8:53 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: letter of comment

Dear Commission Secretary, 
  
I would like to submit this letter of comment to the Commission for its discussion 
around the Province's decision to add fees to those of us who are keeping our analog 
electric meters.  I am happy to have this letter go on public record. 
  
Given that: 
  
1)  the cost of implementing the "smart meter" program is over $1 billion dollars, 
2)  the electrical infrastructure of BC is about 50 years old and when it was installed 
was given a life-expectancy of 40 years.  I am told by a Hydro employee of long 
standing that these upgrades have not been accomplished and they have to go around 
fixing infrastructure as it breaks down.  Our money should have been spent fixing this 
before money was allocated anywhere else, 
3)  the analog meters have, generally speaking, a 30-year life span while the new 
"smart meters" have 15, 
4)  each "smart meter" costs $540 to install, so those of us who don't want one are 
saving the province this cost, plus the cost of infrastructure to support the program, 
5)  we can read our own analog meters and phone in the numbers, 
6)  the World Health Organization (WHO) has classified the electromagnetic frequency 
radiation (emf) as a 2B carcinogen, the same classification as lead and DDT.  Recent 
research by scientists on the WHO panel believe emf should be re-classified as a 
probable carcinogen.  This classification applies to all wireless devices, including cell 
phones, wifi and "smart meters". 
One researcher, Dr. Olle Johansson, is presently studying the relationship between 
facial cancers and cell phones among babies. 
7)  I do not have a cell phone or wifi because of this health risk, and I deeply resent 
having emf foisted on me in my home, my community and where my children live.  
None of us should have to be exposed to carcinogens against our wishes. 
  
Not only do I believe it is unconsciounable to charge us for keeping our analong 
meters, but the Province should be taken to task for strong-arming the public and 
making us accept devices which will hasten our demise. 
  
Yours, 
Mary Lowther 
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