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From: Ray Morris 
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 9:41 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Online Registration: BC Hydro Smart Meter Choices Program

To: BCUC Secretary  

My contact information is as follows: 

Ray Morris, 

 

My position is that I want a No-Fee Smart Meter Program Opt-Out, for the following reasons: 

As an Intervenor in the BC Hydro Smart Meter Choices Program, I am writing to underline my objections to 
the series of charges proposed by BC Hydro for those who choose to continue to use analog meters or who 
choose Radio-off meters. I represent myelf and my wife, Anne Morris. 

Above all, there is a moral issue of who should pay for exercising their choice. Those who accept BC Hydro's 
scheme to install Smart Meters will pay nothing toward the costs of installing them and of making the IT and 
other changes that their installation must entail. It may be possible for Commission staff to estimate these costs 
from the proposal submitted by BC Hydro on October 7th. In any case, they must be considerable. Yet it is 
proposed that those who resist BC Hydro's preferred option should pay the full amortized costs of their 
resistance. I urge you to reject a proposal which is so clearly unjust, especially since those who resist Hydro's 
preferred option can cite a number of reasonable grounds for their choice. I will mention just a few. 

First, in the case of continued use of analog meters, these charges are altogether unnecessary. I lived for many 
years in North York, Ontario, where the analog meters were very similar to those now in use in BC. Every 
month we received a card from Hydro, on which we entered the current reading on our meter. We mailed or 
phoned the reading to Hydro. Hydro staff were entitled to enter our homes from time to time, to make sure that 
we were reporting accurate readings. While North York did not have the problem of some users circumventing 
their wiring in order to grow marijauna, I see no grounds for supposing that the modest number who wish to 
continue using analog meters are inherently less honest than the citizens of North York. This system worked 
well, and I see nothing in BC Hydro's submission which would rule out the introduction of a similar self-
reporting system for analog meters here. It would reduce very considerably the costs cited by BC Hydro. With 
ingenuity, no doubt a form of self-reporting could also be devised for those who choose Radio-off meters. 
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Second, there are serious grounds for believing that Smart Meters have negative effects on the health of a 
significant proportion of citizens. Members of the Commission may be familiar with the findings of the Smart 
Meter Health Effects Survey and Report*, which carefully studied some 210 persons who said they experienced 
significant negative health effects from living within 4 - 50 feet of a Smart Meter. The report includes the 
following findings: 

o “most of our respondents (82%) were in good or excellent health before smart meters were installed, and 
42% of them developed symptoms prior to any knowledge of the presence of smart meters”; 

o “32.4%, or almost one-third of the 210 respondents, were initially healthy, had no prior concerns about 
EMF from smart meters, and began to experience symptoms at a time (before discovery of SM or well 
after discovery of SM) indicating their symptoms did not develop due to any knowledge of or concern 
about smart meters”; 

o “A total of 98.6 % of the 210 respondents were sure that their new/worsened symptoms correlated to 
smart meter exposure (breakdown of this total: 81.9 % very sure and 16.7 % fairly sure)”; 

o “(some) pre-existing MD diagnosed conditions ... were worsened by smart meter exposure, and (some) 
new MD diagnosed conditions ... only appeared after exposure to smart meters, i.e., ... were initiated by 
SM. At the top of the list of new conditions diagnosed by an MD after SM (and initiated by SM) are 
cardiac arrhythmia and other heart conditions. 

The authors conclude that “The suffering and the social and economic effects of chronic debilitating symptoms victims 
have experienced since smart meter exposure simply cannot be ignored, and provide ample evidence there is something 
about smart meters making them extremely harmful to at least some, and possibly eventually to all persons. While there is 
obviously only a portion of our population consciously realizing and manifesting ES/EHS symptoms at present (the 
canaries), everyone is being exposed. No one knows whether or not they or a family member is predisposed towards 
developing electrical sensitivities. Predisposition does not depend on opinions, beliefs, background or occupation. At this 
point, exposure to a smart meter is like playing Russian roulette.” 

One would expect the impact to have been greater if the survey had been able to study those with weakened immune 
systems and small children. I should add that I myself suffer from cardiac arrhythmia. 

Third, there are legitimate concerns about the vulnerability of centralized electronic data systems which BC Hydro is 
promoting. A recent intervener, Ms. Christina Postnikoff of Nelson, BC, cited several examples: 

“In 2012 ‐ Telvent (Spain), the maker of industrial control systems for smart grid networks admitted that 
hackers had recently breached its network and accessed project files related to a control system used in portions 
of the electrical grid ... the attackers installed malicious software on its network and accessed project files ...” 

In Sept. 2012 ‐ CBC News confirmed a recent cyber‐attack successfully breached a Calgary‐based supplier of 
control systems for electrical power grids, municipal water systems, public transit operations, and most of 
Canada’s major oil and gas pipelines.  

In July, 2009, the Toronto Star reported that Toronto Hydro Corp. failed to protect privacy resulting in 179,000 
customer accounts being illegally “accessed.” 

In my view, the BC Hydro proposal contains a strong element of discrimination as well as a lack of concern for 
potential health effects of Smart Meters. I urge the Commission to reject BC Hydro's proposed penalty charges 
against those who have valid concerns of this nature. 

*(http://www.bcuc.com/Documents/Proceedings/2013/DOC_33982_C4-22_BCSEA-SMART-METER-
SURVEY.pdf 
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Thank you for your attention. 

Yours sinceely, 

Ray Morris 

 

 




