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To B.C.U.C Secretary:
1. My contact info is as follows: Brian Novak (Royston),  

 
 

 
2. My position on the B.C Hydro Smart Meter Choices Program Application is that I 
demand a 
NO FEE OPT-OUT for the smart meter program, using my existing two analog 
electro-mechanical meters. 
( I still have a e-plus contract on my baseboard heaters, which I try not to use.)
My main reasons and concerns are over fire risk, safety, doubtful resistance to power 
spikes.
Very little is known about their vulnerability to being hacked and reprogrammed.
Is their a back door engineered into the wireless connection that might be attacked by
 NSA types or mischievous hackers? This can compromise citizens privacy, and 
security.
 
3. The costs of living in a home are ever increasing property taxes and utilities 
expenses.
I believe the fees requested by Hydro are exorbitant, considering what’s always been 
done
 the usual way is now going to cost me $35 a month when the 
meter reader only used to come around every two months?.
The math adds up to $ 4:20 a year, about the time that head office must be 
lighting up a smoke to come up with these stupid dreams about a punitive fee 
for not complying with their  expensive program.
I support being able to stop electrical meter by-pass theft, I would think the 
occasional visit by a worker wouild also help.
Electrical thieves would love to pay a hacker to make their usage seem normal.
 
I also consider the smart meters a potential fire risk, due to design flaws, that would 
endanger our safety.
 Such flaws may include the type of metal oxide varistor surge protector installed in 
the new meters. 

E-283

mailto:/O=BCGOVT/OU=Victoria1/cn=BC Utilities Commission/cn=CommSec
cames
BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM



MOV surge protectors are known for having a limited lifespan in service, they absorb 
surges by directing
 the excess voltage to ground and radiating it off as heat, the more surges they 
absorb, the more heat 
they produce with each new surge, and the shorter the life span. 
 MOV failures have been attributed to the cause of numerous electrical fires. 
There is also the current load limiting switch, and associated control circuitry,
 that could cause a fire should the circuitry fail in some way causing the switch 
contacts 
 arc, and heat up.
The whole grid is susceptible to a mass coronal discharge like the big one in 1859
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_storm_of_1859
that burned up a lot of telegraph lines. I think that our current meters are 
more able to handle milder spikes .
>Less severe storms have occurred in 1921 and 1960, 
>when widespread radio disruption was reported. 
>The March 1989 geomagnetic storm knocked out 
>power across large sections of Quebec, Canada.
 
If there is a turn off feature, and variable time billing hidden in the programming, 
how is that firewalled from hackers with sophisticated wireless interception 
technology 
with the backing provided by foreign governments.
 
I keep honeybees in my yard, and there is some suggestion their internal guidance 
is being disrupted by wireless signals.
 
Please consider abolishing ALL charges by B.C Hydro for opting out 
and 
retaining our safe, secure, and reliable analog meter. 
 
Sincerely ,  Brian Novak
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