
1

From:
Sent: Sunday, November 3, 2013 3:05 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: GHInfo FIN:EX; greg.reimer@bchydro.com; Minister, MEM MEM:EX; Horgan.MLA, John 

LASS:EX; Popham.MLA, Lana LASS:EX; OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX; 
leader@greenparty.bc.ca; andrew.weaver.mla@leg.bc.ca

Subject: Smart Meter Choices Program

Attention: Commission Secretary, BCUC and Members of the B.C. Utilities Commission, 
 
I recently received a letter from Greg Reimer, Executive at BC Hydro, telling me I had to choose one of three electrical 
meter options by December 1st.  One of the options was to continue keeping my present analog meter at a charge of 
$35.00 every month (when my hydro meter was formerly read/billed every 2 months). 
 
To make it very clear, if I choose the above listed option, I need to now pay for a service whose infrastructure has been 
in place as long as BC Hydro has been offering electricity, and for a service that has always had the meter reading 
costs previously included in my electricity charges.  I am appalled that if I choose this option, BC Hydro also wants to 
charge me a “failed installation” charge.  I experience all of BC Hydro’s pending extra charges as being unacceptable, 
dictatorial, punitive, manipulative and threatening. 
 
After doing extensive research on the subject of EMR and smart meters, I have made the decision for myself and my 
family to not change to a smart meter.  I am certain you will have already received from other citizens mountains of 
reputable, scientific studies and data on the very detrimental effects of EMR and smart meters, so I will not include any 
references here.  My informed reasons for refusing a smart meter are: HEALTH, PRIVACY, SECURITY from hacking, 
RISK OF A HOUSE FIRE, and the UNNECESSARY COSTS associated with this ill chosen program, which was 
implemented without consultation with the very same public being asked to pay for it. 
 
For several years now, I and my family have been experiencing a growing number of health conditions that my research 
shows me are associated with EMR and being ‘electro-chemically sensitive.  Some of these conditions are chronic 
fatigue, sudden onset of seizures, blood clots, shortness of breath, insomnia, ringing in our ears and restless-
legs.  Until now, I have had the understanding that this is a democracy we live in.  The Federal Government stated in 
the Throne Speech of October 16, 2013 that Canadians must have VOICE, CHOICE and FAIR TREATMENT.  My 
heretofore ‘inviolable right’ to self-determination in my own home allows me the safe and secure enjoyment of my 
property/home, and the privilege of making informed choices, such as refusing to allow known dangers into my home, for 
example: tobacco smoke, asbestos insulation, harmful drugs, unhealthy foods, Wi-Fi, DECT and smart phones, etc., and 
most certainly in the same category - smart meters.   
 
Nor, once the seal expires on my present analog meter, or I choose to move and the ‘limited supply’ of analog meters is 
gone, should I have to accept a wired digital meter.  My research shows these contain a switching-mode power supply 
(SMPS) which produces harmonics on house wiring, creating what is called ‘dirty electricity’, which itself has health risks 
for EMF sensitive people. 
 
I have to make choices every month on items my family cannot buy, just to be able to pay our bills.  We can afford neither 
the punitive charge of $35.00 a month nor the ‘failed installation’ charge, both of which feel like extortion, trying to force 
me to accept a smart meter. 
 
I am, therefore, exerting my democratic right to autonomy and privacy in my own home; I will NOT allow INSTALLATION 
of a smart meter in/on my home, and I do not believe I should have to pay for this choice. 
 
Merilee Panchy 
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