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Please be advised that it is in the public interest to reject BC Hydro's 
application to impose outrageous fees for a service they have always 
provided as part of the contract.

As a person on a fixed income, I have a very small "electric footprint". We 
average about $30 a month in usage, never exceeding the step one billing 
tier. The proposed fee will more than double my bill, with absolutely no 
justification. By retaining my perfectly good analogue meter I am saving 
them $550 on installing the RF device onto my domicile.

I rent a small log cabin with a woodstove and propane cookstove. My 
laundrey dries on the line. My baseboard heaters are never turned on. I 
cannot afford contents insurance for my belongings. In the event of an 
electrical fire, I would have seconds to evacuate far enough away to avoid 
the explosion when my 100 pound propane tank blew. I could not 
suppress or prevent such a fire with a maximum of 2200 gallons of water 
in a cistern drawn by an electric pump. Such an event is all that stands 
between me and homelessness. I know that improper smart meter installs 
have caused such fires and that Hydro has refused to track them and has 
refused to accept responsibility when they happen.

The vulnerability of wireless networks to hacking by hostile persons, 
corporations and even foreign governments is well known. Why does this 
government ignore that very real and present danger?

Why has BC Hydro refused to show us the business case for this project? 
Is it because the cost is unjustifiable when compared to the risks we, the 
ratepayers and stakeholders of this Crown Corporation are to be exposed 
to? When compared to the structure of Washington State, BC Hydro is 
wasting billions of dollars in executive compensation, answering only to an 
equally bloated board when they should be directly responsible to the 
Minister and the people through our House in Victoria. It is my humble 
opinion that our Crown Asset is being purposely run into the ground to 
subsidize Private Corporate interests.
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The submission allows for punitive and open ended "failed installation 
fees" of $65, every time BC Hydro feels like punishing those who resist the 
so called smart grid.  They want the right to assume that I am guilty of 
Hydro theft on a grow op when I have been a customer in good standing 
for over 30 years.  I am expected to give up my right to privacy and quiet 
enjoyment of my property and submit to inspections by people, not even 
agents of the Crown with Judicial Warrants, simply because they can 
assume my guilt?  That is unconstitutional and I hope that this 
Commission takes that into account while assessing this application.

 

I wish for this letter to be included in the Public Record and considered a 
letter of comment for the purpose of this application process.

 

Thank you for registering my comments,

 

Kim Poirier




