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To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX; 
Subject: Edit of my letter sent
Date: Thursday, October 24, 2013 3:15:40 PM

To BCUC Secretary:
 
1. My contact info is as follows: __Mrs Kathleen V Read__
     
 
2. My position is that I want a NO-FEE Smart Meter program OPT-OUT . This 
is primarily for the following reasons:
 
_x__ Health    _x__ Fire Risk    _x__ Privacy    _x__ Security     _x__ Safety      _x__ Cost     
_x__ Environment
 
 
3.  My husband and I are at present living on my pension alone as he can not 
work due to a health problem so we would not have the money to pay to keep 
our analogue meter as we so wish to do. I have spent many hours on the 
internet researching smart meters and have read countless medical and 
scientific reports on the adverse problems from smart meters. I am a cancer 
survivor but the cancer that I had can come back at any time so I do not want 
something attached to my house that has even the remotest chance of 
causing me a problem. I use medical equipment at night to breath that works 
to save me from heart attack. 
 

We have advised BC Hydro by letters and emails that we oppose and do not consent to 
the installation and/or operation of a radio-frequency emitting Smart Meter at our property.  
BC Hydro’s ultimatum of wanting to charge a $35 monthly fee for us keeping our present 
analogue meter is a coercive threat.  Analogue meters are not difficult to read and citizens 
could easily email these readings once a month to BC Hydro.  If the account holder is not 
computer literate, they could take a photograph of the meter to mail in each month.  In 
addition, BC Hydro’s second identical undated letter to us that we received October 21, 
2013 states, “a failed installation fee will be added to our bill.”  There is no fee amount 
mentioned in this letter.  We do not agree to pay this fee.  A lesser monthly fee of $20 and 
a set-up fee of $100 for a radio-off meter is another option.  BC Hydro continues to try to 
force people to take Smart Meters and proposing these charges could force many into 
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accepting them against their will.     
 

 We are very concerned about electromagnetic radiation in general.  On May 31, 2011, the 
World Health Organization [WHO]/International Agency for Research on Cancer [IARC] 
classified radiofrequency electromagnetic fields as possibly carcinogenic to humans [Group 
2B – the same category as lead, engine exhaust and DDT.].   

  What I and my family want is to be left alone as we are right  now and that no 
extra charges be approved to be put on my bill. It is as if Hydro is holding us 
hostage and the only release will be to give in to them and I am sorry I do not 
give in. 

 
  

Please allow us to retain our analogue meter with a NO-FEE OPT OUT.  We 
strongly believe that our human rights are at stake because of BC Hydro’s unethical 
approach of installing Smart Meters against the public’s wishes.  Most people did not 
know installers had exchanged their analogue meters for smart meters until it was too 
late.  BC Hydro held no public meetings to discuss or explain their smart meter 
installation program.  I have spent countless hours researching Smart Meters on the 
Internet and discovered no end to the accounts of unpleasant health conditions and 
numerous technical reports about the number of daily wireless transmissions from smart 
meters.  BC Hydro contends that smart meters communicate for an average of one 
minute per day.  However, smart meters transmit for hundreds of milliseconds 
multiple times per day at irregular intervals.  
 

 
Fire investigators have connected house fires across the US and Canada to smart 
meters.  They found the reason for the resulting fires could be careless installation during 
the change over, new meters may have defects that cause electrical failures or 
misalignment with the old meter base.  Furthermore, there are numerous reports of 
damage to electrical appliances, computers, and other electronic equipment due to a 
power surge during a BC Hydro smart meter installation.
 
Smart Meters are a surveillance device.  They are a search without a warrant.  They 
collect detailed energy usage, for instance: when you cook, watch TV, whether you are 
home or not, when you turn on a light, or if you have guests.  This data is very valuable 
because it can reveal patterns about what you do and when.  This data can be provided to 
the government and third parties.  This is an invasion of our privacy.



BC Hydro says smart meters do not hold personal information like names or addresses.  
What exactly are they transmitting then if not our name, address and account number and 
amount of electricity used?
 
With the advent of cybercrime, there is also concern on the security of the infrastructure, 
primarily that involving communications technology.  There is a risk of criminal or even 
terrorist actions.  There is also concern that computer malware could be used to attack a 
smart grid network.  Smart grid security challenges must be addressed.  A smart grid 
without the proper security could result in grid instability, loss of private information, utility 
fraud, and unauthorized access to energy consumption data.  Sophisticated computers 
hackers can infiltrate most computers for profit, protest or the challenge. 
 
I hope I have explained sufficiently my reasons for not wanting a Smart Meter attached to 
our house.

Thank you for allowing my voice to be heard.
 
Yours truly,
Kathy Read 
 
 




