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To BCUC Secretary:

 

From:

Edward Rilkoff

 

I view the move by BC Hydro to charge me for keeping my analogue meter as punitive. My 
position is that I want a NO-FEE Smart Meter program OPT-OUT. This is primarily for the 
following reasons: Privacy, security, cost, and environment.

 

Please consider totally abolishing ALL charges by BC Hydro for opting out. Keep in mind 
that there already was a meter reading and billing infrastructure for analogue meters for 
decades. Where has it gone?

 

BC Hydro’s proposal to charge me for keeping my analogue meter is punitive and 
represents a hardship. My current monthly consumption charge for electricity is less that 
the proposed $35 monthly fee for keeping the analogue meter. I have been submitting, at 
no charge to BC Hydro, monthly meter readings with a photo of my analogue meter 
register, which to my knowledge BC Hydro has been accepting and acknowledging via 
email responses. 
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I had a brief career as a Consumer and Corporate Affairs Electricity and Gas Technical 
Inspector. My responsibility was to oversee in-situ at BC Hydro the daily meter shop meter 
verification activities pertaining to custody transfer meters such as electric analogue 
meters. The wholesale disposal and replacement of the analogue electric meter with digital 
smart meters amounts to a wasteful hasty approach to what BC Hydro hopes will amount to 
savings. When a customer considers their approach and implementation and does not wish 
to be a part of this why should they be punished? 

 

From my experience an analogue meter has a far longer service life, meets custody 
transfer regulations, is not easily compromised via network hacking. BC Hydro promotes 
the idea that consumers want to see what their daily consumption pattern is, but I suspect 
that this is of greater interest to BC Hydro in the next phase which may invoke time of day 
billing.

 

BC Hydro bypassed the BCUC with the smart meter program implementation, and now 
seeks validation through order in council for BCUC approval to be punitive against those of 
us that view the actions of BC Hydro to be not in the best interest of its customers. Please 
measure this issue with the same critical analysis that has been given to the many other 
issues that the BCUC has reviewed. I am depending on you to abolish fees for opting out!  

 

Sincerely,

 

Edward Rilkoff




