
From:
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX; 
Subject: Smart meter opt out fees
Date: Thursday, October 24, 2013 8:04:07 PM

To: Commission.secretary@BCUC.com 
Cc: bill.bennett.mla@leg.bc.ca; john.horgan.mla@leg.bc.ca;
msmyth@theprovince.com; premier@gov.bc.ca;greg.reimer@bchydro.
com; elizabeth.may@greenparty.ca;douglas.routley.mla@leg.bc.
ca; bchydroregulatorygroup@bchydro.com;leader@greenparty.bc.
ca; andrew.weaver.mla@leg.bc.ca 
 
Subject: Smart meter opt out fees
               Meter#  
 
 
Dear Commissioner,
 
Re: http://www.bcuc.com/Documents/Proceedings/2013/DOC_36246_A-
1_G-166-13_BCH-Meter-Choice-Program.pdf
 
I do not like the pressure put on me to be forced to choose exorbitant 
fees instead of accepting a BC Hydro smart meter. 
 
I ask you to be fair to us as citizens of BC who wish to continue with the 
analogue meters. Please do not approve high fees for reading our meters. 
We need fair choices, such as our being allowed to read meters or take 
photos of meters.
 
I am a senior citizen on low income and I have environmental injury. I 
respect my health, my privacy, and my rights. I hope you do, too.
 
 I'm on the BC Hydro equal payment plan, which I like. My landlord and I 
have done what we can to reduce air leaks in my rental house.  I choose 
wisely concerning my consumption of energy. My monthly fee is still 
higher than I would like to be paying ($78.00), but it is $22.00 less than 
the previous tenant. I am putting effort into being a good citizen, making 
wise energy usage choices, and budgeting my low income.
 
Here is one example of what I'm willing to do:
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BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM



I am willing to read my meter and/or take a photo every other month 
instead of paying $35.00 monthly. I'm also willing to pay an extra fee of 
$5.00 twice a year for BC Hydro to read my meter. In other words, how 
about if I read my meter four times a year and BC Hydro reads it twice a 
year and I pay them a nominal fee? Does that sound fair?
 
Otherwise, it is important for BC Hydro to affirm in writing that they will 
subsidize me and others who cannot afford to pay outrageous fees. 
 
Thank you for doing what is right on behalf of the citizens in this province 
by brainstorming all the potential fair ways of treating us and by choosing 
to protect us.
 
Thank you for your consideration not to approve high fees for opting out 
of the smart meter program. Thank you for not allowing BC Hydro to put 
more pressure on us. Thank you for realizing that many of us would need 
to choose between food and paying BC Hydro high fees.
 
With gratitude and sincerity,
 
Louise E. Sawyer

 
 
Sent from my iPad




