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Dear Members of BCUC,

I am appealing to you not to approve the imposition of BC Hydro’s “punitive 
surcharge assessment” for people who have rejected the installation of Smart 
Meters in their home, opting to retain their non-emitting analogue meters.

I am a 90-year old, sight-compromised, senior, on a limited pension, living in a 
condominium complex.  

I am also electro-sensitive and have tried my utmost to protect myself from the 
negative impact of the EMF-MF electrosmog, especially from pulsing microwave 
radiation emitters, smart meters being a major offender.

The installation of smart meters as originally mandated by BC Hydro and the BC 
Government was of particular concern to me since I have a cluster of 16 meters 
for the complex plastered on the reverse side of my apartment’s wall, all but one 
now pulsing smart meters.  I have already had to cope with many health 
problems due to my electro-sensitivity to EMF-MF exposure since these smart 
meters were installed.  

I fought valiantly against the implementation of the smart meter program and 
the meshed grid network because, as a former electronic engineer, I was very 
aware of the health hazards intrinsic to this technology.

However I am appalled that, after giving me the option to retain my analogue 
meter, I am now being hammered with a $35 dollar per month ($420 per year) 
“penalty surcharge assessment” if I opt to retain my analogue meter.   
This poses an unwarranted financial hardship on me, and constitutes coercion via 
punitive fines by BC Hydro.

The right to protect ones health and to avoid known health hazard is surely a 
right of every citizen. 
Through what perverted logic does BC Hydro and the BC Government have the 
right to impose health-destructive technologies on BC citizens, especially on 
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citizens that are already health compromised. 

It is alarming to realize that neither the BC Government, nor BC Hydro is willing 
to act in the public interest, failing to protect the health of citizens from 
technologies that are internationally recognized as “intrinsically posing serious 
health hazards”.

I cannot afford this outrageous financial imposition, but I also cannot afford to 
expose myself to the health hazards that this technology.

I implore the BCUC to guarantee the analogue meter opt-out option without 
financial penalty.

Yours sincerely, 

Elizabeth Schwabe,




