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October 19, 2013

 

From:    Karen Simmons, 

 

 

Re:         LETTER OF COMMENT

 

                

Attention:   Commission Secretary, BCUC 

 

I write with concern regarding the unreasonable charge of the proposed 
$35 per month to opt out the "Smart Meter program". I am also appalled 
at the suggested “Failed installation” charge, which is just another 
punishable, unwarranted and unfair fee. There is nothing fair about this 
entire process. Smart Meters have been foisted on us without due 
consultation, proper evaluation and testing, or democratic process. It is 
my constitutional right not to have a wireless device placed on / in my 
home. Wireless  meters were not mandated in the 
Clean Energy Act.
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I understand that you will not be considering scientific research bearing 
witness to the dangers of wireless technology; but you want to know my 
affordability to pay the surcharge of $35 per month for reading my meter - 
or rather $70 for reading my meter (which up to now has been every 2 
months). 

 

Firstly, the charge is not acceptable, given the many options available. For 
example, the homeowner can send in their own reading every 2 months; 
or BC Hydro can bill the homeowner based on last year’s consumption 
with a reading done once a year and the difference paid out. 

 

I understand there are many homes/ remote areas in BC that have a 
smart meter and still require a meter reader or necessitate the means of 
sending in their own reading, due to the fact that they are not on the 
 Smart Grid’. I consider it wrong to charge those with an analogue or with 
the transmitter ‘turned off’ extra for meter reading and so-called 
administrative / technological upgrades to accommodate our choice. For 
that matter, why the discriminatory charge of $15 between the 
homeowner with an analogue and those with the transmitter turned off? 
This obvious bias implies a disciplinary action taken by BC Hydro against 
those who have exercised their democratic right to say no to wireless for 
various reasons. My reasons are for health and safety. My home is 
wireless free. I work in a wireless environment and I look forward to 
returning home to a healthy environment. Also stated in a recent letter to 
you and BC Hydro, smart meters are a fire hazaard, have  caused 
fires, including a member of my own family.

 

Lastly, I can ill afford the increasing costs of taxes, rate hikes, etc, let 
alone punitive BC Hydro fees for maintaining my analogue. Like most good 
folk, I live paycheck to paycheck, barely making ends meet - sometimes I 
don’t – borrowing against Peter to pay Paul. I work part-time and have 
found it difficult to procure further work opportunities. I earn 
approximately the same as a pensioner.  I continually cut back on things 



in order to afford the essentials, and even then I can’t afford what others 
consider essential like dental visits, supplements, toiletries, and other 
incidentals that many take for granted. I minimize my electricity use to 
keep my bill as low as possible, by turning lights off, putting on an extra 
pair of socks and sweaters rather than turning the heat on, as well as a 
reduction in conventional cooking and baking for the overall expense it 
poses. I walk and bike to save on gas money and auto repairs, and stay 
home and create my own entertainment, and that does not include cable 
TV or internet, which I do not have. 

 

So do I think $35 every month is reasonable as stated by our publicly 
owned (so far) power company plus a fee for “failed installation”? 
(ambiguous as that is). Absolutely not.  Hydro rates have always 
included a base rate for meter reading , administrative & equipment costs. 
To say (Hydro) that they “will have to install additional 
telecommunications equipment to work around customers who choose to 
keep an old meter, as well as retain old staff and equipment” is at the very 
least, questionable. And applying a “failed installation” charge should an 
attempt be made at installing one, AFTER I have written BC Hydro stating 
my refusal, is plain wrong.  

 

Thank you for exercising sound judgement in this matter. I look forward to 
a favourable and fair outcome.

 

 

 

Karen Simmons

 

 




