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October 26, 2013
 
To Commission Secretary - BCUC,
 
RE:          BC Hydro Smart Meter Opt-Out Program
 
I have serious objections to having a wireless ‘smart meter’ installed on my  home.  My 
objections are based on the following:
 
Health concerns: My wife and I are sensitive to wireless radiation. We do not have cell 
phones or other wireless devices for this reason. We also went to great lengths and cost 
to remove the power line conduit from the outside of our bedroom wall due to sleeping 
issues.The scientific research concerning the long term effects of exposure to wireless 
devices has not conclusively demonstrated their safety and, in fact, there is research 
that suggests that wireless radiation can have negative effects on health. While BC 
Hydro claims the radiation is below acceptable safety standards, I do not wish to expose 
myself to radiation if it is avoidable. My MD can supply documentation to verify these 
concerns regarding my state of health.
I am also very informed of the mounting opposition to Smart metering programs 
around the world and that other Utility Companies have managed to accommodate 
customers with opt out programs with minimal or no opt out fees.
As a Canadian trying to protect my family's health I believe B.C. Hydro's opt out fees 
and 'failed installation fees' are penalties to those with legitimate concerns about this 
program. B.C. Hydro had other options of transmitting Smart Meter information and 
other technologies were available to this program other than wireless systems.
I also feel it is illegal according to Communications Canada for a Utility Company to use 
my home as a broadcast/receiver hub without my consent and I also ask you to 
consider this issue, along with the arbitrary fees of this proposed opt out program.
It also seems illogical to have BC Hydro levy additional charges on me for 
not getting a smart meter while not charging all those who did receive 
one.  No where have I seen mention of a $528 credit (smart meter cost per 
household) to those who are refusing the technology.     
 
 
Freedom of choice: I believe that as long as BC Hydro operates as a state-sanctioned 
monopoly and I have no choice about where I can obtain electrical service, I should be 
given greater latitude in choosing how that service is provided. My refusal of the smart 
meter should be part of that choice, especially since an analog metre in no way 
infringes on the efficient delivery of electricity. No matter what anyone’s opinions are 
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about the additional costs, the potential for privacy infringement and the risks to our 
health associated with smart meter technology, respect for individual choice and 
freedoms are paramount. I believe in the free market system and so I respect the 
power of—and the need for—consumer choice but BC Hydro’s Opt-Out Program goes 
against these principles.
 
 
I will not waiver in my commitment to preserving my current analog meter 
and I do not agree that I should pay additional fees for doing so. I am willing 
to cooperate fully with BC Hydro to provide them with readings of my 
electricity usage on a regular schedule that is convenient for them. I trust 
that the BC Utilities Commission will honestly evaluate the basis for my 
objections and I look forward to further constructive discussion about how 
we can reasonably reach an accommodation that is fair to both BC Hydro 
and its customers.
 
Grant and  Cammie Watson 




