
1

From: Terrie Wilcox 
Sent: Monday, November 11, 2013 8:36 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Smart Meter

  
 

BC Utilities Commission 
Box 250, 900 Howe Street 
Sixth Floor 
Vancouver, B.C.V6Z 2N3 
  
BC Hydro Hearings - Proposed ‘Opt Out’ Rate Increase 
  
I am registered as an Interested Party and I am submitting this as a letter of 
comment. Like thousands of BC citizens, I am completely opposed to the unilateral 
implementation of the proposed $420 yearly fee to opt out of the $1 billion wireless 
hydro meter program. BCUC has the option of reducing this fee to nil. If you do, 
then BCUC will have taken an important step in keeping BC’s democracy functional. 
It will reaffirm the valuable independence of BCUC. It will also reaffirm the 
recognition of a citizen’s right to refuse intrusive government-led schemes that were 
deeply flawed from the outset. 
  
The BC Government/BC Hydro reversal to permit people to opt out of the wireless 
meter scheme was very significant. It cannot be overstated.  
  
Until that decision was made, we were told over and over again that it would be 
impossible. Many reasons were given. And then, when it became clear that 
thousands of law abiding citizens still refused to follow government demands, the 
government blinked. They backed down. There is now a small rekindling of hope for 
the democratic ideals which thousands of Canadians fought for over the past 100 
years. 
  
But like so many government actions, they give with one hand only to take away 
with the other. Charging people $420 per year to NOT have a wireless meter 
installed is retaliatory and punitive. It ignores the savings that will occur when BC 
Hydro doesn’t have to pay and install thousands of wireless meters, which are 
extremely expensive. People already have regular meters. They are not broken. 
They work very well. The meters are only read several times a year. There is no 
reason to charge people to keep what they already have. 
  
I urge the Commissioners to do the right thing for BC citizens and democracy. 
Reduce the opt out fee to nil.  
  
Yours truly, 

E-433-2
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BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM
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Terrie Wilcox 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
To register for the class action or to donate to it: www.citizensforsafetechnology.org  
Check us out on FACEBOOK https://www.facebook.com/StopSmartMetersinBC    
Follow & Retweet us: https://twitter.com/StopSmrtMeterBC  
  




