
November 8, 2013   

B.C. Utilities Commission 
Box 250, 900 Howe Street 6th Floor 
Vancouver, B.C.,    V6Z 2N3  

RE: Proposed Smart Meter Opt-out Service Fees 

I am writing this letter to bring light on a very troubling standard that is taking shape in this province 
by an arrogant, contemptible provincial government regarding smart meters.  This government is 
now engaging in extortion through forced compliance and demanding opt-out fees for services not 
acceded to nor requested by members of the public.  Please do not assume what follows is an idle 
rant or a liberal party bashing, this goes beyond political lines, rather, the potential for setting a very 
dangerous precedent. 

It is my informed opinion based on ample respected peered review literature both domestically and 
international which are readily available to those who have a genuine and unbiased interested to 
examine including evidence from various jurisdictions experiencing similar agendas. The entire 
smart meter initiative has been a campaign purposely orchestrated and disguised to divide and test 
the will of British Columbians by utilizing an agenda based on greed, concealment of fiscal 
mismanagement and the ultimate assault and erosion of personal liberties in this province. The 
citizens of this province have been taken unawares with deceitful political rhetoric, misinformation 
and abuse of process.  The complicity and outright manipulation with which this government has 
chosen to embrace is treasonous.  I am quite confident and sadden that this path is not the end 
rather, the beginning of what's to come.  The American statesman, Thomas Jefferson said it best; 
“The two enemies of the people are criminals and government, so let us tie the second down with 
the chains of the constitution so the second will not become the legalized version of the first”. 

As the independent regulatory agency of the Provincial Government, I believe you are complicit in 
the failure to uphold the public interest regarding smart meter.  By allowing this issue to escalate 
and go the direction it has, you undermined the entitled rights away from the people to decide, and 
now, subject them further to a brazen attack from government to impose opt-out service fees.  I 
mention this not to be condescending or disrespectful but rather to be as clear and direct as 
possible to emphasize the seriousness of my conviction. 

I believe a utility regulator must without hesitation strives to assert the independence afforded to 
you whenever it’s under attack without fear or intimidation.  Effectively you become the last line of 
defense for the public good.  When that independence is circumvented or manipulated, or made to 
serve the interests of any government, corporation, or special interest group, society as a whole 
loses.  Someone would have to be from another solar system not to see the uneasy, if not suspicious 
alliance you hold with your government masters who in turn direct and influence your decision 
making process while dangling the carrot of independence over you.  True independence if ever 
there was a lofty notion does not exist nor is it achievable today, rather we rely on paid lip service 
and substitute political rhetoric for the truth.  Your inability to reign in the abusive, perverted power 
of government and corporate special interest has compromised the public confidence and the due 
process of law on this issue.  Therefore, excuse me if I don't place much credence upon your abilities 
to ultimately represent the public interest.   
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As a Province we've witnessed this Government continually engage itself in the unfettered actions 
of “robbing Peter to pay Paul” within its accounting ledgers.  Last November, in his report the 
Auditor General John Doyle exposed the Campbell/Clark Government of one-sidely creating the 
illusion of profitability within B.C.Hydro's financial ledgers; meanwhile, raiding those same accounts 
to improve its own financial bottom-line.  Is it any wonder why Hydro is driving full force with 
“smart meters” or other imaginative schemes in order to make up fiscal revenue short-falls? The 
inevitability will bring higher rates and more cost cutting measures in this Province.  What about 
other Crown Corporations?  Dare I mention B.C. Ferry Corporation or I.C.B.C.; I shudder to think 
what the true fiscal picture is amid these two dens of iniquity?  Can the picture be anymore clearer?  
Can citizens really trust this Government?  

Furthermore, the Doyle report had an unenviable task to be sure, however, they were fearless in 
their combined actions, holding your employers’ feet to the fire.  The fact that Doyle headed 
straight toward the fire, not away from it, and symbolic for other public officials to emulate, the 
man is fearless.  Here is a man who engaged in what Vancouver Sun political columnist Vaughn 
Palmer described as the “bookkeeping equivalent of hand-to-hand combat” with the head of BC 
Hydro last November after calling attention to Hydro’s deferral accounts, for which the Crown 
corporation had no plan to settle up.  He clearly understood his role and what was at stake.  So, 
ladies and gentlemen of the British Columbia Public Utilities Commission, fearless is another way of 
being independent, even if it means the personal sacrifice of your jobs.  If you truly have the means 
to be independent, then you have a duty to be fearless in carrying out your work beyond reproach 
and without political manipulation.  So, forgive me when I put no stock in what you do or stand for.  
Despite, your official public personas, in private, you collude with each other and that needs to 
change absolutely. 

Need I remind you all, prior to leaving public office; the Gordon Campbell administration began this 
smart meter campaign by passing exclusionary legislation in private sessions, unilaterally bypassing 
all public consultation and independent evaluation.  This action successfully rendering useless any 
attempt at preventing any moratorium or challenge to the smart meter initiative and purposefully 
the citizens of British Columbia.  Furthermore, the duplicities of this Government went further still 
by prohibited regulatory scrutiny by the peoples' Public Utilities Commission.  In doing so, the 
Government deceitfully did away with the democratic process in order to put forward a purpose 
driven agenda of collusion with a public utility, while ignoring the rights of citizens to be fully 
informed on a billion dollar smart meter campaign.  Do I have to state the obvious here?  If you 
want the smart meters initiative to succeed, do it surreptitiously without full disclosure, challenge, 
public scrutiny, discussion or inquiry.  You get the idea!   

The above however you slice it, should have been considered direct tampering and an affront to 
your office and the public duty you hold.  Imagine the message sent to citizens when your authority 
and mandate is effectively cast aside; I would have been appalled and screaming for a public 
inquiry?  I suppose fear and not FEARLESS was functioning that day?  Yet, your office stood idle 
allowing the government's corrosive agenda to intimidate and circumvent the tenants of due 
process.  How is this allowed to happen with no accountability, this is your money too?  Do you not 
see your independence compromised?  Your office has become dangling window dressing puppets 
dancing to the whim of your government masters. 



This Government without a doubt has become less and less responsive.  It clouds its arrogance with 
noble and lofty concepts such as open government and transparency, and yet, all I see is the 
culminating effects of a disenfranchised citizenry from the democratic process.  I see the imposition 
of autocratic rule above any pronouncements of egalitarianism.  I see raping, plundering of the 
public purse through fiscal mismanagement.  I'm disgusted and ashamed that this represents the 
very best quality of stewardship this province has to offers and rewards its citizens with! 

Throughout this smart meter campaign B.C Hydro has represented itself coercively, utilizing 
deception, arrogance, and a dictatorial will, causing people to believe that their actions are 
authorized when they are not.  Think back on the manipulative and methodical way in which 
thousands upon thousands of citizens returning to their homes to find their meters exchanged 
without clear understanding or consent.  I contend the intent has been to surreptiously obtain as 
many households as possible with installed smart meters placed onto the electrical Grid effectively 
making useless any attempt at turning back.  However, if independence was exercised and 20/20 
hindsight was available, what better opportunity and message to have been sent to these tyrannts; 
to obey the rule of honest governance and uphold the tenants of justice, while re-instate all effected 
households with their original meters prior to this fiasco.  That might be wishful thinking, I digress.  
Are these the action of an honest government operating with integrity?   

In their continued arrogance, B.C. Hydro sees fit to added more insult to British Columbians, by 
unilaterally imposing various opt-out fees by December 1/13 against those citizens challenging their 
despotic authority.  A sort of punishment for not playing ball if you will.  Make no mistake it wants it 
way at all cost.  The very notion and consideration for such ploys should be looked upon as 
repugnant and only reinforces their deceitful intentions.  In doing so, this government has placed 
itself above the common good of all British Columbians and answerable only to itself.  Let’s be frank, 
attempting to extort a fee for service that has never been requested, warranted nor consented to is 
contemptible.  The only instances in modern society where such maneuvers are applied remain 
within organized criminal syndicates - "the Mafia".  

As a rate payer I believe Hydro is advancing the intent by forcing me to abandon my rights to privacy 
and autonomy in my own home.  Need I remind you all, I alone decide what come into my home 
and under what circumstances.  To violate such contravene all tenants of natural justice, and 
Common Law at the very least.  When these principles are allowed to be compromised and 
circumvented, we no longer have faithful democracy, rather dictatorial rule by corporate special 
interests and governmental fascism.  

Thomas Jefferson aptly said, “What country can preserve its liberties if its rulers are not warned 
from time to time that their people preserve the spirit of resistance?  To all those proponents of 
this initiative, who have not realized the detrimental and culminating affects that are in store 
for this province by this government going forward are truly misguided and have their heads in 
the sand.  Rate increases of 26% are just the beginning.  The people have been purposefully and 
methodically taken out of the political equation paving the way for their complete control and 
emasculation.   

This government for all intense and purposes is out of control, imposing its arbitrary will at the 
expense of fairness and due process, personal rights and freedoms.  Is this the new democracy we 



can expect for our children, your children, and those of subsequent generations?  Is it any wonder 
that power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely? 

This government has becomes too intrusive and assuredly so, has perversely compromised the rule 
of law to which must revert back to the people.  Edmond Burke aptly noted; "All tyranny needs to 
gain a foothold is for people of good conscience to remain silent".  British Columbians need to wake 
up; take back the Government, the Province and their lives from contemptible tyrants.   
 
This entire smart meter fiasco has placed this commission in the incontrovertible position of 
becoming the rubber stamping authority of an arrogant government and greedy public utility 
corporation.  Let’s not lose sight of the fact; purpose of government is to enable the people of a 
nation to live in safety and happiness. Government exists for the interests of the governed, not for 
the governors.  I submit with respects, as public officials revisit your oaths of office and restore the 
public trust thus affecting your true fearless independence rather than just relying on bloated pay 
checks and pensions at the public's expense.  Just a thought?  
 
 
A.M. Caputo  
 
Cc. 
greg reamer, greg.reimer@bchydro.com; Charles Reid;  charles.reid@bchydro.com 
Bill Bennett, bill.bennett.mla@leg.bc.ca; Christy Clark;  premier@gov.bc.ca 
John Horgan, john.horgan.mla@leg.bc.ca; Andrew Weaver; andrew.weaver.mla@leg.bc.ca 
Adam Olsen, leader@greenparty.bc.ca; Hon. Judith Guichon;  ghinfo@gov.bc.ca 
Editor, letters@timescolonist.com  

BCUCommission Secretary, commission.secretary@bcuc.com 

Janet Fraser;  bchydroregulatorygroup@bchydro.com 
 

 
 
 

mailto:charles.reid@bchydro.com
mailto:bill.bennett.mla@leg.bc.ca
mailto:john.horgan.mla@leg.bc.ca
mailto:leader@greenparty.bc.ca
mailto:letters@timescolonist.com
mailto:commission.secretary@bcuc.com
mailto:bchydroregulatorygroup@bchydro.com



