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From: Jim Ervin 
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 11:50 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc:
Subject: smartmeters

Dear Commission Secretary, 
This is to add my voice of opposition to the installation of a Smartmeter on my property. You have heard repeatedly from 
people that they do no consider these meters to be safe. If there is any doubt left in your mind on this, I wish to point out 
the deciding factor of my opposition . On Feb. 26, 1976, a front page story appeared in many newspapers. It stated that 
the U.S. had discovered that the Russian had been focusing a beam of radiation onto the U.S. Embassy in Moscow for 23 
years. I can’t quote the details of the adverse health effects  which resulted but apparently they were severe and were 
stopped, once exposed by the Americans. Now we have learned that this radiation was the same amount to which we 
would be exposed by a Smartmeter. This is a wanton disregard for our health and safety, all in the name of profit . This 
battle has now come to the doorsteps of our homes and that makes it very personal. 
 
The implications of a Smartmeter as a surveillance device, with the aide of Zigbee chip equipped appliances cannot be 
overlooked either. I have heard that this would also give BC Hydro the ability to have control over our appliances with the 
ability to turn them on or off remotely.I believe that any loss of decision making power on the part of the people is  a 
further erosion of our democracy.  
 
Presently we who have refused a Smartmeter installation have received a series of threatening letters from Hydro, 
advising us as to what our choices are and that we have until Dec. 1 to decide. As you know, we face possible 
disconnection from service if we refuse to pay a prohibitive $35 per month for the right to retain our analog meters, plus a 
$65 charge for refusing to allow entry to our property to have the meter changed. There is also some question as to how 
many times this $65 charge could be levied. If we lived in a dictatorship, I wouldn’t see much difference between the 
threats of B,C, Hydro and those of a dictator, except the dictator would use bullets and B.C. Hydro uses bills to threaten 
us with. 
 
We cannot continue to live in fear of the actions of this dictator. We are at least a hundred thousand people who have 
said no to BC Hydro. I believe the number is too large for Hydro to disconnect everyone who has said no to their 
Smartmeter. Of course a winter disconnection from Hydro service would be most difficult for many people. However, I 
believe we also know that such a threat is all a part of Hydro’s plan of intimidation.  
 
You should know that Smartmeters have already been banned or have legislation pending against them in 14 U.S. states. 
I ask you to consider these facts I have presented plus more which others have brought before you. I ask you as well to 
not be intimidated by the government of BC in making your decision regarding Smartmeter fees. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
Jim Ervin 
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