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From: Ron Hackett 
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 12:45 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Smart Meter

Dear Sir or Madame, 

I am a home owner in  and wish to voice my view that the 'SMART METER' installation is not 
wanted, nor is it necessary. The reasons I have been given for the 'Upgrade' are; that it will enable BC Hydro to 
better remedy power outages by more accurately locating the affected houses, by monitoring power 
consumption hourly throughout the day, by identifying higher than normal consumption and identifying 
probable illegal Grow-ops, and eliminating the need for physical meter reading at the meter on my house. 
Furthermore, I was told by a BC Hydro representative that the estimated One Billion dollar cost of this 
'Upgrade' would not be passed on the tax payers, consumers, and customers of BC Hydro. 
I'm not sure where a sum of money like $1B would come from if not the tax payers, but I would enjoy learning 
the source of this astronomical amount of money. I was told that although the technology exists in the new 
meters to track the hourly consumption of my household, this data would not be used at any time to alter rates 
during peak or off-peak hours of usage. I'm all for catching illegal marijuana grow ops, but I resent the 
suggestion that I may be participating in this illegal activity. And the implication is exactly that, when the 
desire of BC Hydro is to monitor my consumption with the new meter. Frankly, I don't see the difference. If 
there is a suspicion that I am using power illegally shouldn't the police be informed so they can investigate? Or 
does the new 'Smart Meter' give BC Hydro the same power as the police? 
I resent the bullying tactics, and I resent the extra fees that BC Hydro suggests that my wishing to opt out of the 
'Smart Meter' program will cost. At present time, my meter is read by a person attending my house and looking 
at the meter. If this practice is not changing, how is it that it will cost me more? 
My house has a digital meter installed at present, and I would suggest that anyone who can read is capable of 
reading the meter on their house. I am quite capable of reading my own meter and sending in that information 
on a regular schedule, if that is required. But I don't believe my meter is read every month at present, and the 
charges associated with reading it every month are unnecessarily exaggerated by BC Hydro as part of the 
bullying tactics to try and get me to switch over. And I'm not having any of it. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Hackett 
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