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From: Barry 
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2013 7:25 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: BC Hydro request for fees for analogue meters

  
Sirs: 
  
I am one of the 60,000 holdouts ( Hydro's figure but from all the people I know in my small circle 
of friends and relatives there are probably 200,000 of us if not more) that are refusing a smart meter and 
any fees for keeping our analogues.  
  
I would like to explain why I will not accept a smart meter or any fees for keeping it. 
  
FIRE HAZARD 
  
B.C. Hydro(Hydro) elected to go with the smart meter manufactured by ITRON CORP which is one 
of five corporations that control 98% of the smart meter market in North America.(they say)  
1. Of the five smart meters it apparently is the poorest quality. 
2. Apparently Hydro never retained an independent testing lab but relied on the 
   documentation supplied to them by ITRON. 
3.Hydro also found some loophole which allowed them to install these meters 
   without CSA certification. 
4.Two of the five manufacturers state in their advertising that their smart meter 
   is "the perfect solution for 100 amp residential home services". ITRON says 
   nothing and Hydro have been installing their smart meters in residences and small 
   businesses up to and including 200 amp services. 
5.I have a 200 amp load center that has five 220 volt curcuits and if all five were 
   drawing power at the same time that is too much heat for a small electronic/plastic residential 
   smart meter. Thanks but no thanks!! 
  
SECURITY HAZARD 
  
When I retired and moved on to my acerage I went to a great deal of time and money to 
situate myself right in the middle so my buildings are not visible from any roadway thus 
know one knows when I am at home, when I am away, or what assets I have. 
1. I absolutely refuse to have a smart meter that transmits my power usage on an hourly 
   basis via radio signals which can easily be intercepted. 
2 .I also would take exception to having this data made available by B.C Hydro over the internet 
   as the hackers on the outside are just as smart as the ones on the inside. 
3. Make no mistake I am not a tinfoil hat wearing paranoid that thinks everyone is spying 
   on me. Frankly I don't care if the CIA, NSA or any other agency has a look. My only concern 
   is the every day B&E boys. 
  
HEALTH HAZARD 
  
Goverments/corporations continue to downplay/ignore radiation concerns regarding wireless 
devices because wireless devices are a multi billion dollar industry and are essential to keeping 
the country competitive in the world market. 
1. Governments/corporations continue to preach that any wireless device emits a very small 
    amount of radiation well below acceptible limits and they are right but the bottom line 
    is that there are thousands of new wireless devices being put into service each and every day 
    and the earth is not getting any bigger. Do the math!! 
2. So I get it. Down the road a few thousand people dying every year from illnesses caused 
    by wireless radiation is just collateral damage when compared to an economic collapse 
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    if wireless devices were restricted or pulled back. Well I for one will not be made collateral 
    damage and I believe I have the right to protect my health by limiting my exposure to 
    these wireless devices and I find it repugnant that B.C. Hydro wants to penalize me for 
    doing so. 
  
THE SOLUTION  
  
1. The last time Hydro showed up to read my meter was on February 23rd 2013 so on 
    October 23rd (my last meter reading date) I sent an email to Hydro giving them my 
    meter reading. On October 30th I recieved a phone message from the B.C. Hydro customer 
   advocacy dept advising me they had recieved my email and had used my figures on my 
   Sept/Oct bill. On November 1st I recieved my hydro bill which does indeed reflect 
   my Oct 23rd reading. This is what the legal boys call a precedent and I am quite sure the  
   other analogue holders would have no problem phoning/emailing Hydro with their meter     
   readings on the appropriate dates thus no extra meter reading costs to Hydro. 
  
2.Hydro claims to need the fees to cover the costs of running two systems. Well they already 
   run two systems - one for residences and small businesses (the smart meters) and one for their 
   larger commercial and industrial customers (the big boys). As I have farm status I am not on their 
  residential tier system so they could code my account farm status- residential rate 1151 and 
  lump me in with the big boys. 
  
 Problem solved 
  
SUMMARY 
  
It is my understanding that the B.C. Energy minister has served you with a cabinet order commanding 
you to approve Hydro's fee request. (How's that for arrogance!!??) I also understand that you have retained 
the right to raise or lower these fees at your descretion. May I suggest that you lower the fees to 25 cents per 
month since this Liberal government along with Hydro senior management have managed to turn 
this corporation into an incompetent two bit operation. 
I would pay those fees. 
  
Thank you very much for allowing me to tell my side of the story. 
  
  
Barry Higgins 

     
    
  
  
  
   




