
1

From: Gillian Sanders 
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 10:49 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: THIS SMART METER BUSINESS IS LOSE-LOSE FOR ME

Electro-magnetic data firing devices have caused me extreme trauma over the last two years. I have been in hospital 
emergency rooms, had an expensive array of tests performed, seen expensive specialists (fortunately I didn't have to pay 
for any  of this), to find out that I am very healthy as long as I am not exposed to transmitted data. I even get dizzy 
around cell phones and have to be very cautious when entering a WiFi zone. The new iPhones are the worst and must be 
extremely powerful. 
  
If I am exposed to transmitted data and this data hits me in the wrong way, I go into spinning vertigo that leaves me 
feeling sick and dizzy for many hours. I lie on the floor unable to lift my head as, if I do, the view before my eyes 
dips violently up and down and side-to-side. It can take me two to three hours to be able to crawl to a telephone to call 
my daughter, who lives , for help. During this time, I experience vomiting, diarrhoea, the sensation of being 
cooked from the inside out, heart arrhythmias, profuse sweating, shaking chills, and sometimes delusions. It takes me 
days to weeks to recover from one of these episodes. As my employer will not pay me if I don't work, this means that 
when I get hit by electronic data and sent into spinning vertigo, I could lose much income and will probably end up using 
the government disability payment programme if I have too many of these episodes. 
  
I must add that I live on a panhandle lot. Most of my property and home are hidden from the road and my neighbours. I 
often live alone, but sometimes one of my children stays with me. If a smart meter were to be placed facing my garden 
and if it should knock me over, sending me into vertigo, I could be lying on the ground for up to three hours, unable to 
call for help, and unable to move due to extreme dizziness. If there should be snow on the ground, or frost, or it be 
raining, I could wind up with severe hypothermia. Hypothermia can be deadly.  
  
I would hate to have to give up work. Although all I do is cashier at the , the work gets me out of the 
house, allows me to associate with people, and more importantly, gives me the feeling that I am serving others and being 
useful. Even though the wages aren't the best. And it is what I can do after spending thirty years as a homemaker and 
raising my children. And I must say, I enjoy it. 
  
As I mentioned, I have had a number of vertigo episodes, all caused by being in firing line of transmitters. I cannot allow 
B.C. Hydro to have one of these pointing at my garden for if I do, it could destroy the quality of my life. (I was also "taken 
out" by a transmitter on the roof of a  water well. I didn't know it was there. I was enjoying a walk in a  
nature park when suddenly the world slipped one way, then the other, and my legs gave out. I just managed to get over 
to some grass where I tried to look as if nothing was happening to me. People passing by gave me odd looks and I 
suppose I could have asked for help, but I was too embarrased. It took a long while, but I was finally able to walk 
unsteadily to my mother's condo not far away. And sadly, I spent the rest of the visit with her, lying on her setee, feeling 
sick and dizzy and absolutely wretched. I didn't tell her anything as I didn't want to alarm her. What is so sad about that 
visit is that she returned to with my sister and died, naturally, one month later. Yes, it was my last visit with 
her and I had to spend it recovering from an incident with a transmitter on a drinking water well. 
  
Also as mentioned, I work at . My income isn't brilliant, but at the moment it is almost enough and I don't go 
looking for handouts and financial aid. However, if I am forced to come up with another $35 per month just so that I can 
continue to enjoy being in my garden, I will suffer financial hardship. 
  
Whichever choice I go with, the smart meter or the extortion, I lose and either way, I would rather die than continue 
living under either of these conditions. Or alternatively, if we can ever sell my mother's condo and I have the money, I 
will convert to solar and my house is half-propane ready, and never give B.C. Hydro another thought. I have lived off the 
grid for a number of years and continue to live without clothes driers and electric heat. I would miss the clothes washing 
machine, but I can use a laundromat again and handwash the little stuff, and I would miss the fridge, but think I can 
work something out with propane as propane refrigerators are wonderful and oh so quiet. Unfortunately, the initial 
outlay is more than I can handle at the moment. A propane stove I can afford and this little home when I purchased it 
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came with a propane stove which was old and rusty so I foolishly replaced it with electric. Now I wish I had bought 
another propane stove. 
  
On a final note: I am already reading my meter for B.C. Hydro including providing digital photos through email and 
calculating the reading for them. They don't pay me to do this. I was doing it to help them because I feared that I was 
being difficult by refusing a smart meter and at that time, it seemed a just exchange. With this latest bit of extortion, B.C. 
Hydro has completely lost any remaining respect I had. 
  
The infrastructure for electronically collecting meter readings in  doesn't seem to be in place yet. Until it is, 
I really don't see how B.C. Hydro can expect that it is fair that analogue owners should pay to have their meters read 
while those with the exclusive smart meter don't have to pay for somebody to come around and collect their readings. If 
we must pay a fee for keeping our analogues, a nominal bi-monthly fee of say $10 might be acceptable, but it still isn't 
fair, especially to those of us who are trying to be responsible and take care of our health. 
  
Gillian Sanders 




