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From: A & T Waechter 
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:04 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX; director@stopsmartmetersbc.ca
Subject: hydro extortion rates

Sent: November 13, 2013 
To: commission.secretary@bcuc.com; director@stopsmartmetersbc.ca 
Subject: hydro extortion rates 

 

  

Dear sir or madam, 

  

I strongly urge you to reject the application of BC Hydro for the outrageous fee of $35 per month 
for me to keep my analogue electric meter. These proposed charges are unjustified.  My BC Hydro 
meter is read every two months, then why should I now be having to pay every 12 months??  We can 
phone in our meter reading every two months, I all ready do this!. There is no need for such a high 
fee for something that can be done over the telephone.  If needed we could have a meter reader 
come once or maybe twice a year to make sure the readings are done correctly, but having to pay for 
something that we don't get is not justifiable.  BC Hydro also wants to charge me a “failed installation” 
charge. What happened to our having a choice? These charges are unacceptable, manipulative and 
threatening. 

Who is going to pay for all of the smart meter up-keep??  The meters only last a few years, The 
analog meter lasts a very long time, so is everyone in BC going to have to cover the cost of upgrades 
and the day to day maintenance of these smart meters?? If so then it is even more ridiculous that the 
people that wish to keep their analog meter are having a monthly fee imposed upon them.  By 
keeping the analog meter we are saving BC Hydro money.  The cost to maintain an analog meter is 
very small compared to the cost for maintaining and buying a smart meter. 

  

The cost of $35 every month adds up to an additional $420 a year that my family now has to find. It is 
hard keeping up with the day to day living expenses as it is without BC Hydro charging this 
outrageous and unnecessary fee. This extra fee is now going to add more hardship to my family 
every month.  Must we now make a choice if we pay for the electricity or to buy food??. The cost of 
living jumps up in leaps and bounds every year and yet wages hardly go up at all for the working 
people here in BC. 

  

I do not believe we should have to pay for our choice in keeping our analog meter, but we feel 
threatened that we must go against our wishes and to get a smart meter  just to avoid the outragous 
fees that are being imposed by BC Hydro.  "Where is the choice here in BC?" We are being dictated 
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to, if we don't comply with BC Hydro then they start to manipulate and make things impossible to do 
what is right for our family.   

  

How can BC Hydro put these prices into effect when these prices are not yet passed by the BCUC?  
Why are they manipulating everyone to get their own way. Some areas there are no fees to keep the 
analog meter, we should be able to have the same option here in BC. 

  

This extortion on the people of BC who have concerns of the health risk of the smart meter should be 
stopped dead in it's tracks until which time you people confirm the long term safety of the smart meter 
and if this penalty is justifiable.   

  

By allowing this fee to be imposed ahead of your official decision whether it is justifiable or not  is 
handing my money to the rich corporation that BC Hydro has become, and believe me it would take 
years if you decide later to retract  your decision due to "unforeseeable health issues" that were not 
apparent at the time you passed this ruling.  So please think this through and put a hold on this plan 
pending further research before it is too late.  

Alvin and Therese Waechter 




