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From: Pat Ridgway 
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2013 12:10 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Re Smart Meter/Hydro Concerns

 
 
 
November 14, 2013 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We are writing to express our grave concern regarding the $35 fee  that we are being forced to pay by BC 
Hydro to keep our analogue meter.   We live in a small one bedroom home and the Hydro meter is on our 
bedroom wall.  Both my husband and I have heart health issues:  I am dealing with Atrial Fibrillation which I 
am currently scheduled for a second operation to improve, and my husband just had open heart surgery in May. 
We are very concerned that any extra RF emissions from a Smart Meter would add to our health problems.  We 
are also very concerned about the other possible problems with smart meters, ie Fires,  higher unexplained 
bills,  damage to eco systems,  radiation exposure and general increase in wireless technology hazards, and we 
do not feel we should be forced to become part of this experiment.   There is plenty of documentation globally 
that supports our concerns!!! 
 
We are both Senior citizens, and already find our hydro bill in the winter to be unbearably high.  Adding an 
extra $35 per month, which is an extra $70 per bill will cause us great hardship!!!  We would be happy to e-
file or phone in our meter reading ourselves,  which Hydro could verify yearly, (or every 6 months to begin 
with).    This is done in London, England,  for those who do not want a smart meter so it must be possible here.
 
We will be KEEPING OUR ANALOGUE METER and Continue to pay our BC Hydro bill as required,  
but under protest.  We will also be suffering this winter by trying to heat with our wood stove more often and 
generally try to use less power this winter to keep warm, etc.   We think this is terribly unfair and we should not 
have to sacrifice our health to accomodate a technology that has not been proven safe and that we have not been 
given a chance to refuse. 
 
Please reconsider this lack of Fair options from Hydro, and support us in an alternative system (e-filing or 
phone in) that has been proven to work.   The $35 monthly fee will make this a particularly hard winter for us 
and it is Grossly overcharging for the meter reading which is actually not even necessary at all!!!  Hydro 
already does estimations for our bill quite regurlary and it doesn't seem to be a problem for them! We also 
expect to recieve 'non-discriminatory' energy service for making this decision. 
 
Sincerely,  
Pat and Ian Ridgway 
 

 
We have read and understand the options as presented by BC Hydro 
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