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From: mschmieg 
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2013 3:09 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Proposed analog meter fee

To General Secretary: 
 
Dear Sir or Madame, 
 
I am a ratepayer that will be affected by the new smart meter opt-out fees. I am a quadriplegic living in the 
community on a rural acreage. I have two meter stations so it will cost me $70 per month. I believe this rate is 
intended as a punitive "nuisance" tax, Hydro and the Minister of energy think we are a nuisance so therefore we 
should be taxed. 
 
 I will be charged $70 per month whether Hydro sends anyone to read the meter or not. In the past calendar year 
Hydro has only read my meters once. I think the proper term for legislation of this type is "arbitrary and 
capricious". Why were other alternatives that were cheaper such as self reporting not chosen?  The fees are 
punitive and nearly 3 1/2 times the average of other North American jurisdictions where the courts have ruled 
similar provisions are reasonable. 
 
I resent that the Minister of Energy feels he has the authority to circumvent the legislated jurisdiction of Utility 
Commission to determine the rates. That right is exclusively reserved for the Commission.  the Minister of 
Energy has Ministerial powers to make rulings on energy policy as provided in amending legislation. If the 
government wants to circumvent the legitimate powers of the Commission, they must do so explicitly and in 
clear language.  I do not believe the amended legislation clearly takes away the Commission's sole jurisdiction 
to set rates.   The Minister should remain neutral not insultingly biased in the media when speaking about  a 
class of ratepayers he is discriminating against. 
 
The two-tier energy rate that was introduced last year was not revenue neutral, on average I think consumer 
rates went up 25%. We as ratepayers cannot continue to bear such a burden. In the future, Hydro rate increases 
 should be given as a last resort-once Hydro has achieved whatever internal savings they can. Is it true that even 
after the government report on Hydro in 2011 was critical for 95% of Hydro employees receiving $48 million 
in performance bonuses, they still paid out over 24 million in bonuses this year?   I do not get bonuses with my 
disability pension.  
 
Thank you for consideration of these submissions, 
 
Martin Schmieg 
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