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From: Gerri Barringer 
Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2013 4:42 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: BC Hydro

Dear Sir, 
Corporations, as far as the law is concerned, are legal persons and have many of the same rights and 
responsibilities as actual people do.  If we accept the fact that BC Hydro as a corporation is a ‘person’, then 
BC Hydro is a bully.  The corporation is using the same tactics and mentality a bully would use to get its 
own way with regard to the people who opt out of smart meter installation on their properties.  And, 
typical of a bully’s money-grab, having had its hand slapped in California for an out-of-court settlement of 
750 million dollars incurred by its subsidiary Powerex for over-charging California customers, it’s found 
weaker victims to bully in order to assuage its loss of face and reassert its authority.   
I believe that the people who do not want smart meters installed are people who are dealing with 
disabilities, long term illnesses, the elderly, and conscientious people who are concerned about their state 
of health.  Most are probably living on pensions of one sort or another. Yet these are exactly the people 
who are being targeted by BC Hydro to provide extra money for their so-called depleted coffers (more 
likely to pay for their inflated 100,000 dollar a year salaries).  BC Hydro is using bully tactics against these 
people by direct threats – get the smart meters installed or else pay up!  What’s the difference between 
this corporation and a shake-down racketeer?  Reading analogue meters was fine for BC Hydro for 
decades.  All of a sudden it’s not okay?  Surely the ‘savings’ they’re making out of installing smart meters 
should more than cover the cost of those who opt out.    
When they were installing the smart meters BC Hydro touted the fact that smart meters will notify them of 
power outages.  When the power went out in my area I phoned the corporation and was told they were 
not aware of the problem and that I was the first person to call in to notify them.  I don’t have a smart 
meter.  BC Hydro later admitted this technology was not yet up and running.  I figure if there’s one printed 
outright lie, there’s probably more.   
Being a conscientious power smart citizen, my hydro bill averages 25 to 30 dollars a month. The penalty 
I’m being threatened with is more than that per month!  This is  unconscionable. 
Gerri Barringer 
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