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From: Ed Bickford 
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2013 12:52 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: Thornthwaite.MLA, Jane LASS:EX
Subject: alternatives to "smart" meters and related fees

Dear commissioners, 
 
I just received a notice from BC Hydro letting me know that I have 5 days left to make my "choice" between having  
 
a smart meter installed or having a radio-off version of a smart meter for a $100 set up fee as well as a $20  
 
monthly fee or keeping my existing meter for a $35 monthly fee. 
 
I do not want to go with the option of getting a radio-on smart meter as I have a one year old child who spends  
 
much of her time each day in the room next to where our meter is installed and I am worried that if our meter  
 
happens to have better connectivity to the BC Hydro smart meter system than my neighbours' meters (and ends up  
 
relaying signals from neighbour's meters)  that my one year old will be subject to an unhealthy level of cell  
 
phone signals on a daily basis.  
 
I would prefer to either keep my existing meter or go with the radio-off smart meter so as to protect my one  
 
year old from possible negative effects as mentioned above but the prices listed on the notice from BC Hydro  
 
don't seem realistic to me. 
 
I would be willing to pay a one time fee to have the radio capability of the smart meter turned off and I would  
 
also be willing to send meter readings to BC Hydro (via their website) on a weekly basis or some other schedule  
 
that they would prescribe but the $20 monthly fee is more than I can afford, or seems reasonable, for that  
 
"privilege". 
 
I currently work part-time and my wife works raising our 2 small children. Money is in short supply by the end  
 
of each month. An extra $240 annually on our electricity bill, on top of an initial fee to disable the radio feature or  
 
a fee of  $420 annually to keep the existing meter does not seem warranted given I would be happy to submit  
 
meter reading as frequently as BC Hydro would like. If I were to keep my existing meter, possibly the fees BC  
 
Hydro saves by not having to provide or install a smart meter could go to offset any costs incurred to set up a  
 
system for me to submit meter readings. 
 
Please take situations such as mine into account when you make your ruling on these so-called "options"offered by BC 
Hydro and  
 
their related costs. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these points. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Edward Bickford 




