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From: Stancia De Blasi 
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 4:17 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: Minister, MEM MEM:EX
Subject: re the crippling fine being charged by BC. Hydro for keeping our analog meter

Dear Commission Secretary for BCUC and the honorable mr. Bill Bennett, 

 I recently discovered that there are at least 66,000 households in BC that have refused 
the "smart meter." 

Some quick mental calculation of the "fee" BC Hydro plans to charge those who have 
refused: 

          $35/month/household 

          x12 = $420/year x 66,000 households = $27,720,000 . . . 

          can this be right? Fair? Have any  justification in real costs? 

Did B.C. Hydro  even study the effects that smart meters would have on the grid 
unnecessarily?  Analog meters are known to last indefinitely.  The smart meters do not.  In 
five years when they are outdated and need replacing will our collected fine be used to pay 
for that, or will there be another hike in the hydro bill? 

We have offered to take pictures every two months of our meter, and send it in to BC 
Hydro negating the necessity of having someone come to read the meter.  We have not 
heard back about this, but it shows that we were willing to cooperate.  But we are not willing 
to be brow beaten and lied to.   Our refusal to accept a danger to our health is a heinous 
miscalculation on their part. 

What kind of business proceeds to purchase dubious equipment, without looking into the 
science of it; proceeds to force it onto consumers who have no other source of power, and 
then threatens each and every one of us with a $420/year fee if we don't go for their ill 
advised purchase?  
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How did your commission come to agree to allow BC Hydro to make such an outrageous 
claim? What government would support such outrageous and bullying tactics?  There is 
absolutely not reason for such a "fee" to be charged at this time.  

I urge you Mr. Commissioner, and you Mr. Bennett, to reconsider this course of action.  
Presently there are class action suits springing up, and more and more people, even those who 
buckled under the pressure to receive a meter are coming into the cause. 

I look forward to some real responses and real answers to these concerns. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Stancia De Blasi, 




