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From: Joe Donnelly 
Sent: Sunday, November 24, 2013 9:48 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: re:Smart meter pricing

To: commission.secretary@bcuc.com 

Cc: ghinfo@gov.bc.ca    (Hon. Judith Guichon, BC Lieutenant Governor)  

  

Dear Members of the BC Utilities Commission: 

  

I would like to register my opposition to BC Hydro's application to BCUC to charge a monthly amount to 
people with analog meters. 

  

A relative of mine has been environmentally sensitive for many years due to a chronic illness and I have seen 
the effect it can have.  People who are sensitive to EMF have no choice but to maintain the analog meter, and it 
is imperative that BC Hydro provides replacement analog meters when necessary.  

  

Many people who must avoid the Smart Meter for medical reasons are impaired from making a living and have 
low incomes for the same reason as they have no choice but to avoid the EMR from a Smart Meter. 

  

 I don’t know why people with health problems or health concerns have been singled out for user-pay, since as 
far as I know everyone has to pay the costs of providing electricity in various situations. People who live farther 
down the line don’t pay for the extra wires to their property, and we all have to pay for the Smart Meter 
program whether we have one or not. 

  

The $35.00 amount is clearly punitive, and either does not reflect any real costs or the costs have been inflated 
to make the fees more effective as a disincentive.  There is already a system in place for people who self-read 
their meters, so why would BC Hydro insist on re-inventing that system when people could just send in their 
own meter readings? 
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I realize that the scope of your investigation and the power you have to protect the public interest have been 
tightly circumscribed. Nonetheless, I urge you to take an independent review of this situation and do what you 
can to protect people with health issues. 

  

Thank you.  I look forward to your reply.     

  

  

Respectfully,  

  

R J Donnelly, 




