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From: Kim Goldberg 
Sent: Monday, November 25, 2013 9:34 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: XT:Reid, Charles FIN:IN; Bennett.MLA, Bill LASS:EX; OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX; 

Horgan.MLA, John LASS:EX; andrew.weaver.mla@leg.bc.ca; leader@greenparty.bc.ca; 
GHInfo FIN:EX; bchydroregulatorygroup@bchydro.com; Krog.MLA, Leonard LASS:EX; 
OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX

Subject: BC Hydro's Proposed "Opt Out" Fee Must Be Reduced to $1 per Year

November 25, 2013 

  

Dear BCUC Commissioners, 

  

I strongly object to BC Hydro attempting to levy an “opt-out fee” of  $35 per month from each of us who has 
chosen to retain our analog electricity meter. And I urge the BCUC to reduce this amount to a nominal charge 
of $1/year to reflect that facts that:  

  

1) A person should not be forced to pay a monthly extortion fee to a corporation in order to prevent that 
corporation from clamping a cancer-causing surveillance device on the individual’s private home against his or 
her will. 

  

2) The customers who retain their analog meters are actually saving BC Hydro money by saving the company 
the cost of the digital smart meter, and by saving the company the future cost of the repair and replacement of 
the digital smart meter, which has a much higher incidence of mechanical failure than the original analog 
meters do. So, on that basis alone, customers who retain their analog meter should each receive an immediate 
rebate of $500 from BC Hydro for saving the company money.  

  

Furthermore, it is BCUC’s duty to take into consideration the financial hardship that proposed fee increases 
would entail for low-income individuals where an essential utility such as electricity is concerned. BC Hydro 
holds a monopoly on electrical service. None of us can switch providers if we don’t like BC Hydro’s service or 
fees.  

  

I am a self-employed writer living on a gross annual income of less than $10,000 most years. My monthly BC 
Hydro bill is approximately $35, and has been for many years. 
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BC Hydro’s prosed opt-out fee of $35 per month will instantly DOUBLE my electricity bill!  

  

I am more than happy to submit my own meter reading (verified by photograph) via email on a monthly basis 
or once every two months, as per BC Hydro’s billing schedule.   

  

Please do the right thing and say “No” to this extortion by a monopoly corporation. Reduce BC Hydro’s 
proposed opt-out fee to a nominal $1 per year. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Kim Goldberg 




