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From: Web Administrator BCUC:EX
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2013 8:44 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: FW: BC Hydro Extortion Project
Attachments: Extortion  Project.docx; 66mil.docx

 
 

From: John Houghton   
Sent: Saturday, November 16, 2013 11:04 AM 
To: Web Administrator BCUC:EX 
Subject: BC Hydro Extortion Project 
 
To Whom it may concern, 
 
There is so much wrong here with the operations of BC Hydro & other Government Agencies... the people need to be 
able to turn to some coarse of fairness and common sense. Injustice cannot continue to rule. 
We the people have very little to turn to in regards to help when it comes to dealing with Government Agencies. It is my 
understanding the BCUC was an advocate of the people. The government has Shown a great deal of disrespect  
for your department by pushing policies through without your consultation....it is mine and many other who wish to see 
you right this wrong....it is our hope you do the right thing and fight for the people rather than be another one of 
Christie's lap dogs. 
 
Please find attached my letter to BC Hydro as well as my disgust at the latest massive waste of tax payers hard earned 
dollars. (And sadly to say just one example of many) 
 
Regards, 
 
John Houghton 
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BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM



"Extortion  Project" 

I don't know who to address this letter to, but since one in six (6) of you are Management I'll address this to: 

  "THE MANAGER OF HEAD UP HIS ASS" 

Dear Head, 

A while back during the genesis of your public rip off project I was contacted by Hydro saying they were coming in to change 

my meter. At that time, Smart Meters were just  being introduced and I really hadn't given the matter much thought. 

 But in you guys came with a shiny new state of the art digital unit.  I was under the impression that I had a new Smart 

Meter until a short time later Hydro called me to say they wanted to change my meter yet again. Fortunately for me, the 

additional time had allowed me to gather information about this project and form a rational decision. 

 First and foremost the Smart Meters have one and only one purpose and that is to pick the pockets of the unsuspecting 

public. This is why Hydro & the Smoke & Mirrors Party (AKA BC LIBERALS) Push this project through with no consultation, no 

regard for the people and bypassed  the BC Utilities Commission. I guess you knew if people started doing their homework 

and fully understood this matter, they would reject it wholeheartedly. In addition to siphoning off more of my hard earned 

wages, further research proved these units are surveillance instruments which greatly sacrifices my rights to privacy. 

 It amazes me with the amount of tax payers money that is pissed away by the government agencies such as Translink , BC 

Ferries, ICBC, Hydro, that there is any money left. As it stands we the tax payers have to work almost six months of the year 

before we reach tax freedom day. And we have yet to discuss Government Wages/Benefit, The Medical Services Plan of BC, 

Public sector Unions etc. Maybe if you members of the $100.000.00 plus club knew how it felt  to live on common mans 

wages , you'd find more compassion for those who are just barely squeaking by.  Believe it or not it is very tough out there 

these days. 

I listened to a CKNW program last week where BC Hydro's "Manager of Bovine Excrement" was trying to vindicate his 

argument by saying Hydro would have to run two set of books. To that I say '" Bovine Excrement" all Hydro needs is a meter 

reading placed in the same column on the same invoice, to continue sending out bills as usual. This number can be provided 

by the home Owner and we won't even charge you for our time. If Hydro really wants to save money all they have to do is 

embark on an email program where they send out a request for the meter reading then shortly after follow up by sending 

the  bill via that very same email. If you calculate the paper, print costs, envelopes and stamps the savings would be in the 

millions. Win, Win for everyone. You see...technology can work for good rather than evil. 

 Now that I have a new shiny digital meter there is no need for you to charge me $100.00 to deactivate the surveillance 

device. Nor can u charge me $35.00 for having an analog device. Any money you try to extort from me will not be paid. I will 

pay my normal bill only. Hydro has never read the metres monthly. And in some case only read them two or three time a 

year and bill using the General Averaging Plan. So you cannot charge a person monthly for a service which is not being 

provided. 

 What do they call being made to pay for something and receiving no service .  I believe the Webster Dictionary and all the 

people in the civilized free world call it "EXTORTION" which according to the 'Criminal Code of CANADA" is illegal.  

So in closing you Best & Brightest still may be wondering about my position on Smart Meters....I would say sir(s)........ take 

that meter and place it where your head is.....Beware the Radiation. 

John Houghton  

           



What' Another $66MIL ? 

 

The first thing the BC liberals did when they won the election was to run to the trough for raises. This is the government 

that  ran their campaigned on a strong fiscal policy to  grow the economy & cut spending. We heard at nauseum they 

had balanced the budget and there was no room left for any unforeseen expenditures. But "Presto" when it came to 

filling their own snoots they somehow found a miscalculation which of course gave them the right to spend it on 

themselves.  

It's not like we have any hungry kids here in BC or people waiting for medical care... If it wasn't for the outcry of the 

electorate and the fact that Christie was unable to win her seat those raises would have gone forward. We have seen 

time & time again the blatant waste of tax payers money, with out of control raises and spending by BC Ferries, Translink 

and BC Hydro, and just this week another round of patronage appointments. 

 I cannot see what all the fuss is about with this mere waste of  $66 million dollars for the Aboriginal Child Welfare 

System. After all The BC Liberals stuck us tax payers with 56 BILLION dollars in the "Run of River" Boondoggled not to 

mention an addition 1 billion  dollar in the Smart Meter fiasco. They are now imposing a means of extortion to pay for 

their Meter mistake, yet very little is said.  

The media is in a frenzy over Toronto Mayor Rob Ford's Crack revelation. Yet we look to Mr Fords Policies and records to 

find even under the influence he was able to bring Toronto to the best fiscal shape it's ever been. It would not be my 

first choice in conducting business but if this is what it would take to make the BC Liberals Fiscally responsible, I would 

say..."Crack pipes all around". 

John Houghton 

 




