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From: William Jesse 
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2013 6:59 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: Bennett.MLA, Bill LASS:EX; OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX; Horgan.MLA, John 

LASS:EX; andrew.weaver.mla@leg.bc.ca; leader@greenparty.bc.ca; GHInfo FIN:EX
Subject: BC Hydro

To Whom it May concern 
  
We are writing as seniors on a fixed income with concern about our financial futures now that BC Hydro is 
implementing opt-out fees and a rate hike. Our 2 month hydro statement is sometimes around $70 in the 
summer. Aware of our financial situation we are trying very hard to skimp on our electricity usage, often 
walking around a house with only one room lighted. 
  
The opt-out fee is basically bullying on the part of hydro and is discriminatory to us because we have an analog 
meter and it must be read, not once a month but once every 2 months. Why the $35 monthly fee? We 
understand that some users with a smart meter must also have their meters read but are not charged this $35 fee. 
Discrimination? To the highest degree. And as you are well aware we are fully capable of reading our own 
meters and can send the readings to hydro. 
  
I believe the province of Quebec has a $17 opt-out fee and are seriously considering having it lowered. With 
the rate hike and the opt-out fee we will be living on savings which will not last that long. There is no 
justification for this opt-out fee and we do not intend to pay it. We will continue to pay for our electricity usage 
as we have religiously for the 20 years we have lived in this province. You are threatening to cut off our power 
if we do not pay the $35 fee. Can you imagine the press coverage this would get? It would go world-wide. 
  
Given this we are hoping you will take another look at this opt-out fee so we can at least live a decent life. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
William and Carol Jesse 
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