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From: Joe Kraskin 
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 2:15 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Letter of Comment re: BC Hydro Opt Out Fees
Attachments: Snail Mail version of Response to BC Hydro choices letters our copy.doc

Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
We attach a copy of the letter we have sent to BC Hydro by regular mail. It clearly outlines our feelings in this matter. Please file this 
email and the attachment as our letter of comment. 
 
We understand that the BC Government has largely restricted the scope of the BCUC's review of this matter as well as the entire 
situation involving smart meters which has not been properly evaluated by the Commission. It is unfortunately another example of a 
government not willing to engage in open and frank discussion about key issues. This government appears to have a poor track record 
in such matters including its adoption of the HST and now the attempt to interfere with the process surrounding the Agricultural Land 
Reserve. Democratic process can be "messy" for authoritarian governments; however, too many Canadians have died in wars to 
protect our democratic rights.  
 
The opt out fee scheme offered by BC Hydro is basically an attempt to coerce those who cannot afford any further fees, especially on 
top of proposed increases in hydro rates, to give in and accept the smart meters. For every customer who is forced to give up his 
rights, BC Hydro moves closer to their goal of having this dangerous device on every home and business in the province. The BCUC 
is one of the last hopes we have to protect our rights. Even if the fees cannot be cancelled outright, they can certainly be substantially 
reduced.  
 
We urge the Commission to do whatever it can to stop this government sponsored extortion. 
 
Sincerely: 
 
Anne and Joseph Kraskin 
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Date: November 18, 2013 

 

British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority 

6th Floor - 333 Dunsmuir Street 

Vancouver, BC V6B 5R3 
 

Attention: Janet Fraser, Chief Regulatory Officer  
 

We are the registered account holders of BC Hydro account number  pertaining to the 

service address of   (“the Property”). 
 

At present, we do not have a Smart Meter at the Property. 
 

Non-consent 

 

By way of our previous communication to you, including our letter of response to your first letter 

regarding options and fees dated September 23, 2013, we have indicated that we oppose and/or do not 

consent to the installation and/or operation of a radio-frequency emitting smart meter (“Smart Meter”) at 

the Property. 

 

Please be advised that we continue to prohibit you from passing and/or entering onto the Property for the 

purpose of installing a Smart Meter.  You may continue to attend the Property for the purpose of reading 

our present analogue meter, repairing our present analogue meter or replacing our present analogue meter 

with another analogue meter as necessary.   
 

Your ultimatum 
  
By way of your correspondence to us (“Re: Meter Choices Program”), you have provided us with the 

ultimatum of: 
 

1.1. submitting to the installation of a Smart Meter; 
 

1.2. paying a one-time set up fee and monthly operating fee for the benefit of having a radio-off 

meter; or 
 

1.3. keeping our present analogue meter for a monthly fee  (“Your Ultimatum”) 
 

Your coercive threat 
 

By way of your correspondence you have stated to us: 
 

If you do not confirm your choice by December 1, 2013, BC Hydro will not exchange the meter 

at your home and the monthly fee for keeping an old meter will be added to your BC Hydro bill.  

 

Our refusal to pay an opt-out fee 
 

None of the “choices” that you have provided to us in the context of Your Ultimatum is acceptable to us.   

             

 

We assert the right to be free from exposure to Smart Meter radio-frequency emissions at the Property 

(“Our Right to Choose”). 
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As a corollary of Our Right to Choose, we assert that you are not entitled to impose a Smart Meter on us 

without our consent, nor are you entitled to exact any payment from us in exchange for your agreement to 

refrain from installing such a device. 
 

We have already asserted our refusal to accede to the installation and/or operation of a Smart Meter on 

the Property and we now refuse to agree to make any payment in exchange for your agreement to refrain 

from installing such a device (“Our Refusal”). 
 

Our refusal to pay a failed installation fee 
 

You are aware of our refusal to accede to the installation of a Smart Meter on the Property.    We do not 

agree to pay you any fee in relation to any failed attempt by you to install a Smart Meter on the Property. 
 

Recovery 
 

In the event that you: 
 

a) unilaterally impose any fee on us in association with our refusal to accede to the 

installation and/or operation of a Smart Meter on the Property (“the Fee”);  
 

b) bill us for the Fee; 
 

c) threaten to cut off our power for our non-payment of the Fee; 
 

d) threaten to affect our credit rating for our non-payment of the Fee; and/or 
 

e) threaten to initiate collections against us for our non-payment of the Fee; 

 

We may, notwithstanding Our Refusal, make payment under duress of all or part of your billings 

corresponding to the Fee, in which case, that payment will hereby be made under protest and without 

prejudice to:  

  

a) our right to claim against you for the recovery of the Fee; and 
 

b) the assertion of our position that you are not entitled to exact any payment from us in 

exchange for your agreement to refrain from installing a radio-frequency emitting Smart 

Meter on the Property. 
 

Further communication 
 

As we are putative members of the class on whose behalf a claim is made against you in Nomi Davis v. 

British Columbia Hydro & Power Authority (BCSC Action No. S135590, Vancouver Registry), we 

request that you ensure that any further communication that you make with us regarding this matter is 

approved by the Supreme Court of British Columbia. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

Signatures:  

 

Printed name: Joseph Kraskin/Anne C. Kraskin 

 




