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From: Pat L 
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2013 2:23 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: BC Hydro Smart Meters

  

To whom it may concern, 
  
I am not happy with the way BC Hydro is trying to extort money from the people of BC.  
I live outside a city in the TNRD on a small acreage where I depend on wells to provide water for the 
house and the few animals we have.  This being said, I have 2 meters because this is how BC Hydro 
insisted this was what was required. One was for the pump house and one for the residence. 
I am on a pension and it is not always easy to make ends meet. With two meters I will be expected to 
pay twice the $35 extortion fee. $35 per month to read but they read only every second month. What 
is the second $35 for? 
It makes no sense as to the reasons they have produced.  
  
First, they have to hire someone to look at the meters every 2 months? While I was in Manitoba, and 
I had a place there, what they do, is have the people do self readings of the meters (analog). They 
have been doing this for many years and have had very few issues. (They still do it this way) Are the 
people at BC Hydro saying they don't trust us? Are we that less trustworthy then other people in other 
provinces? Can we not read a number? Why can other provinces do this and we cannot.  
  
The second issue, Why would they drop the contracts they had when they had the combination gas 
meter readers and Hydro meter readers (the same person doing both jobs at the same time) They 
still are reading gas meters and going to the same residences. The meter readers check on mass the 
meters so how one meter would be $35 and another on the same property or even next door could 
cost as much is baffling to say the least. They are not travelling an hour return each time they go 
somewhere. 
I have had the privilege to chat with a meter reader recently who informed me he felt he was 
being pressured from BC Hydro’s letters so that he finally changed over to the Smart meter.  There 
own people are not in agreement with it. He indicated his bill has gone up $90 since the Smart 
Meters came into play. 
  
Also, I have been doing some research and have learned that even California has had issues with 
this same problem and are being billed $10 per analog meter reading. And they also feel a $10 
extortion fee is unrealistic and unreasonable. 
  
Threatening me with fees, power cut off, or anything else goes against my human rights, and my right 
to choose. 
Please do not support BC Hydro in their heavy handed approach of us all in the province of BC. 

Sincerely, Don Longpre 
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