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From: Mike 
Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2013 7:25 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: smart meter / hydro concerns

Importance: High

 
November 17, 2013 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We are writing to express our grave concern regarding the $35 fee  that we are being 
forced to pay by BC Hydro to keep our analogue meter.we believe this to be extortion and a 
penalization by BCH just because we choose to keep our analogue meter.  We are also very 
concerned about the other possible problems with smart meters, ie: Fires,  higher 
unexplained bills, damage to eco systems,  radiation exposure and general increase in 
wireless technology hazards, and we do not feel we should be forced to become part of  
this experiment.   There is plenty of documentation globally that supports  
our concerns!!! 
 
 Adding an extra $35 per month, with the ridicoulous reason that it will cover the meter 
reading is in our opinion an out right lie by BCH. right now we are on an equel payment 
plan that BCH adjusts each year, usually up, and i was led to believe by BCH that our 
meter was read only twice a year. i work shift work, two dayshifts 2 night shifts and 4 
days off, so i am home alot during the week and weekends, and i have not seen a meter 
reader or a BCH truck at my home in at least 5 years. WHO is reading this meter that i 
need to pay 35.00 extra a month for??  We would be happy to e-file or phone in our meter 
reading ourselves,  which Hydro could verify yearly, (or every  
6 months to begin with).    This is done in London, England,  for those who  
do not want a smart meter so it must be possible here. 
 
We will be KEEPING OUR ANALOGUE METER and Continue to pay our BC Hydro bill as required,  
but under protest.  We will also be trying to heat with our wood stove more often and 
generally try to use less power this winter to  
keep warm, etc.   We think this is terribly unfair and we should not have to  
sacrifice our health and our wallet to accomodate a technology that has not been proven 
safe and that we have not been given a chance to refuse with out being unjustly penalized.
also the rates we pay for our hydro now already have the meter reading built into it, so 
why do we have to pay 35.00 extra a month to keep the anolog meter BCH was already reading 
with no extra charges? its to penalize us! no other reason! 
 
Please reconsider this lack of Fair options from Hydro, and support us in an alternative 
system (e-filing or phone in) that has been proven to work or at the very least a meter 
reading fee that is reasonable.perhaps 35.00 every 6 months? 
  The $35 monthly fee is totally un just and it is Grossly overcharging for the meter 
reading which is actually not even necessary at all!!  Hydro already does estimations for 
our bill quite regurlary ( equal payment plan ) and it doesn't seem to be a problem for 
them! We also expect to recieve 'non-discriminatory' energy service for making this 
decision. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike and Loretta Macklam 
 

 
We have read and understand the options as presented by BC Hydro. 
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