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From: Iris Panasiuk 
Sent: Monday, November 25, 2013 10:38 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Re: BC Hydro's Extorted Monthly fees, $35.00 for Analog Meters

Importance: High
Sensitivity: Confidential

November 25/13 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
We have received many notices from BC Hydro to make sure that our choice of meter is received by 
them on Dec 01/13, we are not sure that we want to communicate or need to as we are happy with 
our analog meter. We have chosen to keep our analog meter, obviously BC Hydro knows that or they 
would not be sending us mail and requests to change or chose. 
 
 We are on a equal payment plan and have been at our residence for 34 years, the reason for the 
equal payment plan is  because of budgeting.  We raised three children at this home on a mid range 
income. My husband and I are now both retired, myself as of this May/13,  and we live on a very 
modest income. $420.00 a year is a large bill to be added to our small budget. 
 
We were told by a BC Hydro phone representative that our meter is read every two months. I do not 
understand this as with a equal payment plan you would think that perhaps reading the meter twice in 
the year would be all that is necessary; read the meter at the beginning of the anniversary date and 
again at the end of the anniversary year. We would not have a problem with paying a small fee twice 
a year to have the analog meter read, if it is really necessary, no more than the hourly wage of the 
meter reader, which is probably minimum wage. Personally we do not feel that we want to pay 
anything extra to BC Hydro until these charges has all been approved. So we are choosing not to 
communicate with BC Hydro.  We really do not want to commit  to BC Hydro's extortion and bullying 
with threats of cutting our power, if we do not sign on the dotted line. If we are paying for the what we 
use in electricity we should not have to pay for a service that is not provided on a monthly basis; 
which is reading the meter. 
 
 My husband figured out that with the people who still have analog meters, approximately 68.000 x 
$35.00 a month = approximately $24,000,000. (million) in BC Hydro's pocket! Maybe they should 
have just charged a new fee for reading meters instead of this whole new program with smart meters.
 
We are also concerned about our health. Residences on both sides of our home have the new smart 
meters, both put on when no one was home. We are experiencing ringing in our ears and the sound 
that seems like phones ringing every day. We are not cell phone users, we do have one but usually 
text to our children a few times a week, so we are trying to be very conservative in the usage of the 
cell phone as we do believe that this is not good for our health. We need to be concerned for the next 
generations to come and not submit them to all these dangerous rays of energy that may affect their 
health. We already have a young generation of children with many disabilities that have been the 
results of mankind's menacing  with nature. It has to stop now! 
 

E-699

cames
BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM



2

No to Smart Meters and Extortion by BC Hydro!! 
 
Iris Panasiuk 

 
 




