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From: Mallory Pred 
Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2013 11:25 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: BC Hydro hearings re "Smart Meters"

Dear BCUC Secretary: 
 
I am not prepared to accept a smart meter nor pay a monthly fee for keeping the 
analog meter under the conditions presented in BC Hydro's September, October 
and November 2013 letters. 
 
My current analog meter is more than adequate and has served me well. I am fully 
prepared to continue to pay my electrical energy bills as I have always done and, at 
no cost to BC Hydro, provide a record of my meter readings in a timely way.   I will 
not be intimidated by the threat of paying additional and unjustified fees, the 
imposition of which I believe to be unlawful. These fees make no sense at all, and 
the offers presented leave me with no true choice, and effectively ask me to 
abandon my rights to fair treatment, privacy, autonomy, and healthy living in my own 
home. I believe the tactics employed by BC Hydro amount to extortion, and hope 
the Commission will agree with this view and rule accordingly. 
  
I am a firm believer in the precautionary principle, and think that evidence is 
mounting that the smart meters have not proven safe for blanket application, 
although all are being "required" to agree to their installation by BC Hydro. I have 
serious concerns about adverse health effects, wifi security, privacy issues, 
economic arguments, and questionable tactics.  
 
When our public utility was turned over by Gordon Campbell to private interests, 
the people of British Columbia lost a treasured asset which is now largely in the 
hands of a "for profit" corporation.  We are no longer stakeholders.  We are now 
dependent victims and presumed too dumb to notice.  In this move to require all 
power-users to submit to a badly managed, inadequately researched switch (sic) 
to a questionable technology, Hydro has lost credibility and confidence in the 
eyes of a large segment of the population. 
 
I am 76 years of age.  My cynicism based on an inexorable tendency toward rulings 
which ultimately benefit corporate interests, does not leave me with much 
confidence that the Commission will rule in favor of constituents' requests for denial 
of Hydro's right to demand utterly absurd extortionate fees.  Nevertheless, I am 
writing with faint hope that you will not ignore the voices of so many, including 
myself, who sincerely ask that Hydro be denied the right to charge these fees for 
those opting out of the "smart" meter program.  Please take seriously the request 
that if there is any fee at all for keeping analog meters, the fee be reduced to a 
charge of $1.00 per month. 
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Very sincerely, 
 
Mallory Pred 
 




