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From: Dave Purcell 
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2013 9:47 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: Horgan.MLA, John LASS:EX; Bennett.MLA, Bill LASS:EX; publisher@prpeak.com; 

publisher@thenownews.com; stopsmartmetersbc; XT:Reid, Charles FIN:IN; 
OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX; andrew.weaver.mla@leg.bc.ca; Reimer.MLA, Linda 
LASS:EX

Subject: BC Hydro Application to impose fees for retaining analog meters

B.C. Utilities Commission 

Commission Secretary 

Box 250, 900 Howe Street, 

Sixth Floor 

Vancouver, BC 

V6Z 2N3 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

As a citizen of BC and ratepayer, I strongly encourage the BCUC to exercise its’ powers as an 
independent regulatory agency, and reduce the excessive fees being applied for by BC Hydro. The 
monthly fee of $35 to retain a functioning, made in Canada analog meter is discriminatory against 
our family not only from an economic standpoint (77% monthly increase), but also from a health, 
safety and privacy standpoint. As a ratepayer, we have no choice to take our business elsewhere 
since BC Hydro holds a monopoly. If shareholders are not happy with the rate of return on their 
investments, then they should seek to remove the CEOs and board of directors who have made 
expensive and questionable decisions. In contrast to BC Government policies, the German Ministry of 
Economics recently reviewed a cost-benefit analysis by Ernst & Young who determined that it would 
be too costly, and of little benefit to households if they accepted the implementation of smart 
meters. Consequently, the German parliament put its’ citizens first and rejected the EU Smart Meter 
plan as “economically inadvisable”. 

 

I have been sending digital readings of our hydro consumption, since BC Hydro laid off our local 
meter reader. I have done this in good faith and pay our bill regularly. I can continue to assist BC 
Hydro in this way. However, if the punitive option of $35/month to retain our analog meter is 
implemented, then I will be invoicing BC Hydro for my services. My rate is $35/month.  

 

I will mail a hard copy of this email. 
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Regards, 

Linda Purcell 

 

 




