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From: Peter Skinder 
Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2013 10:33 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: BC Hydro's letter of Extorsion by imposing a fee of $35.00 per month

I am writing this letter as an appeal to order BC Hydro to stop and desist from imposing an undemocratic 
fee on those of us who chose not to have a smart meter installed in our house for reasons of health, 
economics and common sense. 
 
I do realize that BCUC has granted an interim approval of the $20 and $35 monthly opt out fees however, 
BC Hydro has interpreted that approval to be a final approval as they have been inundating all the non 
Smart Meter customers with persistent campaign of telephone calls and letters to wear down the resistance. 
 
BC Utilities Commission was established to prevent our provincial government from abusing their unilateral 
power.  
The Clean Energy act however, overrode the "raison d'être" of the Commission by imposing the installation 
of Smart Meters by replacing the perfectly functional analog meters. Recently, the Agricultural Lands 
Commission is also being challenged from performing its vetting. It is fearful that in time the Utilities 
Commission may be similarly considered redundant if it is not allowed to function as was originally 
designed. 
 
Please consider the following facts. 
1. Our meter is read only every second month, however BC Hydro wants to charge $35 each month to keep 
our analog meter. This equates to $420 per year. 
2. California charges only $10 every second month for the opt out feature. This equates to only $60 per 
year. 
If BC Hydro is as efficient as California, the same economics should apply. 
3. California has 51 cities and towns that rejected the Smart Meter out right. Refer to this web site for 
verification. 
http://stopsmartmeters.org/how-you-can-stop-smart-meters/sample-letter-to-local-government/ca-local-
governments-on-board/ 
 4. I offer an option which would not require a reading by BC Hydro employee. I would read the meter 
or take a photo of the meter each month and eMail the reading to BC Hydro. It appears that BC Hydro did 
not consider that option before imposing the onerous $20 and $35 fees. 
5. After our next door neighbour had a Smart Meter installed, my wife has been suffering sleep deprivation.
 

E-727

cames
BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM



2

 
 



3

 
 
Peter Skinder 
 
 
 

 




