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From: Barb Zimmer 
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2013 3:51 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Smart Meters

 

November 12, 2013 
  
  
Dear Sirs: 
  
I am writing to ask for your help in bringing some sense back into the Smart Meter debacle that B.C. Hydro 
is forcing on the people of B.C.   My husband and I are pensioners over 70, and three years ago, my 
husband was diagnosed with cancer.  Our doctor at the University of Alberta is telling us that we must avoid 
the type of radiation put out by Smart Meters in order to keep his cancer from getting worse, and we are 
doing what he says because so far he is the only doctor that has been able to bring this cancer under some 
control.   
  
Now B.C. Hydro insists that we must have a Smart Meter or pay an additional $35 a month on our bill for 
reading the meter.  First of all, they don’t read our meters every month out here anyway.  We are out of 
town, and our meters get read every other month at the absolute most.  We have lived here for thirty-seven 
years, and I can tell you that sometimes in winter they don’t get read for months on end.  But after all of this 
time, I am sure we have a good credit rating with B.C. Hydro.  Maybe they could settle for reading the 
meter less often, because we feel that this extra fee is unwarranted and unfair.  In our case, it will increase 
our power bill each month by a third, something that we can hardly afford as older people on a fixed income 
with the huge travel and medical expenses involved in fighting cancer.   
  
Even the World Health Organization has now classified this type of electromagnetic radiation as a possible 
human carcinogen.  Now we are given a choice of either paying an extra $420 a year for as long as we live, 
or suffering a worse health outcome because we will be subjected to this damaging radiation in our own 
home.  Our situation is bad enough, and the government is making it a lot worse. 
  
Surely there is something that can be done to make this fair for people whose health will suffer from these 
radio frequencies.  I know that we are not the only ones in this situation.  Our doctor tells that about one 
percent of the population is sensitive to electromagnetic radiation of this kind, and they become 
immediately very ill when exposed.  We are not electromagnetically sensitive, but neither do we want my 
husband’s cancer to get worse because of the additional exposure.   
  
Why is the government allowed to go ahead with this before even a review by the B.C. Utilities 
Commission?  People believe this to be totally unfair, and that it is simply a money grab by B.C. Hydro.  
We are hoping that something can be done to help make this situation more reasonable for everyone 
involved.  Thank you for your help in this matter, and we will be looking forward to hearing that some 
allowances can be made for people with medical problems.   
  
  
Yours truly, 
Barbara Zimmer 
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