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From: Devi Garner ]
Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 9:43 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: smartmeters@bchydro.com; Fleming.MLA, Rob LASS:EX; Elizabeth.may.c1a@parl.gc.ca
Subject: BC Hydro Smart Meter 'choices'

Hi there, 
 
I have refused installation of a smart meter at my home,  

. I have done so for many reasons, but I will briefly outline two: 
 
1) It is irresponsible fiscal policy to fix something that isn't broken and then pass those increased and 
unnecessary costs for capital expenditure on to the end user (myself and other BC residents). This was 
something that the government and BC Hydro promised would not happen with the smart meter program, and 
yet it has just been announced by the the provincial government. The promises and the money don't add up. As 
a citizen of British Columbia it is my responsibility to vocally disagree with unjust and unwise policies. 
 
2) I have lost three members of my immediate family (and I am only 32 years old), my mother at age 53 and an 
infant sister, as well as another sister. Two of those deaths were caused by cancer. With any new technology I 
believe it is in the best interest of ours and future generations to employ the Precautionary Principle, or to wait 
until the technology is proven safe before permitting widespread or pervasive use of it. This is not the case with 
wireless technology, as it has been widely employed before appropriate and cautious scientific testing has been 
carried out. I have two young children and insist they be given a chance to grow up in a healthy environment. I 
do not permit BC Hydro to install a wireless meter on our home. 
 
I am a single mother and a student. I don't agree to have a smart meter on my home but I cannot afford to pay 
the extortive fees BC Hydro is forcing with rejection of their unnecessary smart meters in their Meter 'choices' 
program. They offer to install a smart meter free of charge, a radio-off meter for $100 plus $20/month or keep 
the old meter for $35/month. This last option is what I would like to choose but it will create undue hardship on 
myself and my family and it is blatant extortion. I need to keep the old meter for no additional charge! I cannot 
afford to pay even a small extra fee. At this time in my life I am cutting as many extra expenses out of my 
budget as possible and cannot manage the addition of any.  
 
I frankly expect better than this from both BC Hydro and the BC Utilities commission. I look forward to your 
timely address of this issue and to your help resolving this matter.  
 
Thanks very much, 
Melissa Garner 
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