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From: Susan Lewis 
Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 8:19 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: BC Hydro new opt-out charges

     
Sirs: 
  
Around the world most jurisdictions are now allowing householders to opt out of smart meters, most for a minimal charge 
of $5 - $10. 
  
The BC Hydro proposal of $35/month is financially unjustifiable and outrageous - just profiteering.  One guy, one vehicle, 
5 minutes (+admin.!) 6 times a year!! 
Particularly when you consider that most of us are able to read our own meters and communicate the result to BC Hydro 
(and to help those that can't). 
  
I have been taking medication for a heart rate which speeds up alarmingly from time to time.  (A copy of my doctor's letter 
was sent - registered - to Hydro October 2012.) 
Whether a smart meter 3 feet away from my head would exacerbate this - ?  I don't know and Hydro doesn't know.  But 
I'm not ready to experiment. 
  
Collateral damage ensuing from these installations are not insurable - whether caused by the installer or a fault in the 
connection or in the meter itself. 
  
If I could afford it, I'd install a pole for the smart meter meter as far away as possible from my house. 
  
BC Hydro probably should no longer be a self-run corporation as they seem to have no idea how to run their operations 
and expansion plans and appear to be quite out of control. 
  
As our usual rates already include bi-monthly meter readings, why should there be an additional charge for the analog 
meters? 
These new charges appear to be a fine or penalty on the opt-outs.  Is there a provision for imposing these charges or is it 
illegal? 
How could such readings cost the amount Hydro has quoted? 
Are the smart meter subscribers to have a decrease? 
  
It was surely an illegal act to remove your supervisory role over BC Hydro, but at least you are still enabled to reduce any 
new charges that are neither fair nor justifiable. 
  
Can you not say "NO" to these bully-boy ministers? 
Oh, I hope so. 
  
Nov. 30 2013 
Susan A. Lewis 
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