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From: Trish Faurot 
Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 10:19 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: Minister, MEM MEM:EX; Smart Meters
Subject: smart meter fees

 
 
 
"But the smart grid is increasingly understood as an over-engineered, ill-advised, financial 
boondoggle at taxpayer expense, capable of endangering the security of the entire national 
grid, violating constitutional privacy protections and endangering public health. In addition, 
the smart grid/metering has not been found to save energy when all the new variables in the 
system are factored in. Plus, time-of-use pricing is largely punitive to those who can least 
afford it. Time-of-use pricing is fundamentally a Wall Street model designed to maintain 
shareholder profits as we transition to more energy efficient models that will reduce 
demand."  
 
Comments from the Berkshire-Litchfield Environmental Council, page 5. 
 
 
 To the BCUC Secretary, 
 
In the faint hope that your commission is not entirely controlled by Hydro, the BC 
government, and the corporate media, I am writing again to ask that you intervene in 
the implementation of the exorbitant fees that Hydro is planning to start charging on 
December 1, 2013 to those customers who have chosen to keep their analog meters, 
many of whom can ill afford an extra $35 a month. 
  
I understand that there are approximately 66,000 households in BC that have refused 
the "smart meter." If so, the "fees" of $35 per month per household = $420 a year x 
$66,000 = $27,720,000 per year. It is obvious that BC Hydro is not only attempting to 
punish those of us who have refused to "buy" into their ill advised "smart" grid, but they 
apparently want us to cover some of the costs of replacing perfectly functioning, safety 
approved analog meters for untested plastic meters that catch fire, can be hacked by 
almost anyone and that emit dangerous radio frequency/microwave radiation. 
 
I fail to understand how the BCUC can allow Hydro to first of all harass and bully 
customers into accepting the "smart" meters and then use extortion to force many 
holdouts to comply because they simply can't afford not to. The tax paying citizens of 
BC have  the right to refuse to have a transmitting meter which is capable of 
transmitting information generated in our residences and I ask the commission to 
uphold the rights of all BC Hydro customers by rejecting the "smart meter choices' 
program currently proposed by our only choice of an electric utility company. 
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According to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, sections 7&8, "citizens 
have the right to make important personal choices and the reasonable expectation of 
privacy, the right to be secure against unreasonable search, and rights to privacy of 
the body and it's health." Smart meters and the smart grid infringe on these rights. 
 
For those of us who choose to protect our health, safety and privacy by retaining our 
analog meters, I'm sure it would be very easy and inexpensive to set up an online, self 
reporting system. A web portal that explained the meter reading process and had a 
page to enter a customer ID and current meter reading could easily feed into Hydro's 
billing systems and a meter reader could check biannually to ensure all was correct. 
I am asking you to uphold the basic rights and freedoms of choice and privacy of 
Canadian citizens and refuse BC Hydro's proposed fee to retain an analog meter. As 
an agency of the Government of BC, your commission is made up of public servants 
tasked with acting in the public interest, in this case that human rights are more 
important than an unnecessary change in technology. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Patricia Faurot 

ps. 
 
Discrimination in rates 
 

59  (1) A public utility must not make, demand or receive 
(a) an unjust, unreasonable, unduly 
discriminatory or unduly preferential rate for a 
service provided by it in British Columbia, or 
(b) a rate that otherwise contravenes this Act, 
the regulations, orders of the commission or 
any other law. 

(2) A public utility must not 
(a) as to rate or service, subject any person or 
locality, or a particular description of traffic, to 
an undue prejudice or disadvantage, or 
 

 

 




