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I am completely opposed to the implementation of the proposed $420 yearly fee to opt 
out of the $1 billion wireless hydro meter program. 
 
Charging people $420 per year to NOT have a wireless meter installed is retaliatory 
and punitive. 

I continue to refuse to have one of these unproven, potentially dangerous, and 
expensive devices placed on my home for a number of reasons: 
 
1. Their safety concerning effects on the health of humans (and all biological systems) 
is unproven. It is no longer scientifically acceptable to deny that there are health effects 
at very low levels of HF-EMR.  A rapidly growing body of evidence from independent 
(i.e., non-industry funded) research is increasingly casting serious doubt on the efficacy 
of current so-called safety standards for RF (for example, Health Canada's Safety Code 
6). 
2. The security of this technology from hacking is not developed, and will be enormously 
expensive. These costs have not been factored in to BC Hydro's business plan, and will 
almost certainly end up in radically increased electricity rates.  Which no doubt explains 
the proposed 25%+ increase over the next five years announced by BC Hydro today. 
Cyber-threat to highly integrated grids like the so-called smart grid is an enormous 
concern to many experts, yet has not been addressed by Hydro. 
3. My personal data is my PERSONAL data! I do not want my personal life style, habits, 
and patterns monitored by anyone. I do not trust that any such data collected by these 
smart meters is secure, or will be protected from 3rd party interests who would love to 
exploit it. 
4. Smart meters have  implicated in house fires.  
5. The smart meter program is enormously costly. At a reported price of $550 apiece, 
totalling some $900 billion province-wide, this is truly an insane project, designed to 



replace a system that works extremely well, is fully in place, and is comparatively very 
inexpensive. What about additional costs for this new "smart" grid: software upgrades, 
meter replacement every 6 or 7 years (compared to 30+ years for analogue meters, 
costing only about $50 each)? 
 
6. Many other communities around the world have refused smart meters due to health & 
safety and other concerns. 
  
7.  In communities that have allowed people to opt out of the program – why are their 
fees so much lower than BC Hydro’s proposed fees? 
 
I am on an equal payment plan, and propose that I e-mail, or fax in my meter reading 
along with a photograph as so many others have suggested.  Until these hearings are 
decided, I strongly object to having to be billed IN ADVANCE of a decision even being 
announced!  How arrogant to assume you are even going to win!  And the amount you 
wish to charge us to keep our old meter, PLUS a “failed” (whatever that means, and 
what even constitutes “failed”!) installation fee is exorbitant & seems to just be a figure 
somebody, somewhere decided out of thin air to force people to capitulate. 
 
Therefore, I elect to keep my old meter, and time will tell whether I pay your exorbitant 
fees or not! 
 
Regards, 
Louise Mastin 
Acct.#22315318303 
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