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From: Sandra Satchwell 
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2013 7:22 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: greg.reimer@bchydro.com
Subject: Fwd: BCUC - letter
Attachments: BCUC - letter.docx

 
 
Please find attached a letter to the BCUC commission looking into the B C Hydro opt out rates 
and my reason for not accepting a smartmeter. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration into this matter. 
 
Sandra Satchwell 
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BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM



To whom it may concern, 

 

I am writing today in regards to the exorbitant price that B C Hydro wishes to charge those of us who 

have decided for a variety of reasons to keep our perfectly well working and safe analog meters. 

My decision to keep my analog meter is based on research and what has happened to other family 

members who have received a smart meter.  The other family members all live at the same address and 

have suffered a wide variety of health issues since the installation of the new meter.  One family 

member who has a pace maker and has suffered from skin cancer over the past 20 years has had some 

rather terrifying experiences recently.  She has been woken up at night with a racing heart, these 

occurrences happen at the same time each night, however, when she spends the night at my house this 

does not happen. As stated above she has had skin cancers over the past 20 years, these cancers have 

all been one of three types, however after the installation of the smart meter she has developed several 

new types that she has never had before.  She is also prone to migraines which have increased in 

severity, duration and frequency since the installation of the smart meter. 

Another family member has suffered three strokes since the meter was installed, where they had never 

had any problems in this area before.  They have also recently been diagnosed –after the third stroke – 

with weakening of the blood vessels.  While this could be just a case of aging, it does seem rather 

strange that a previously extremely healthy senior all of a sudden, within the confines of 13 months, 

would suffer two severe – 3 cm by 5 cm – strokes and one smaller one.  This person also suffers from 

wet macular degeneration so has lost his central vision and is reliant on his peripheral vision which has 

started to inexplicably deteriorate as well – something that the research into smart meters has indicated 

is a possible side effect. 

The third family member has been diagnosed with oral cancer – this person neither smokes  (and never 

has)nor drinks more than the occasional (once or twice a month) beer. The Cancer Institute in 

 has been stymied by this cancer as it seems to come and go with one biopsy being positive 

and then another being negative.  The only for sure is that he is suffering unexplained lesions in his 

mouth that he has been unable to heal.  He also suffers from migraines and has an increase in duration 

and frequency of his. 

When I visit these family members at their house I also have experienced more intense and longer 

lasting migraines. 

While it is conceivable that one or possibly two of the above related health issues could be coincidental I 

find it hard to believe that all of them are.  Given all of the above, you must be able to relate to my 

reluctance to have a smart meter placed at my residence. 

I am also appalled by the cost that BC Hydro wishes me to incur for keeping my analog meter.  My 

monthly average for hydro usage is approximately $27.00, so I would be more than doubling my bill in 

order to keep my family’s health secure.  I am perfectly capable of reading my meter and then either 



phoning in or emailing in that reading. If that is not good enough I can take a photo of it and send it to 

Hydro.  I do not understand how it can possibly cost so much for them to send out a person, once every 

two months. 

Not only is this cost unjust it is also discriminatory as those people who have accepted smart meters, but 

have not yet been put on the smart meter grid, are not being asked to pay this fee.  This says to me that 

the fee is a punitive measure set out to punish those of us who wish to preserve our health and possibly 

the health of the other animals that are in the vicinity of the smart meter transmissions. (research has 

suggested that there is a possible link between the radio transmissions and the demise of some birds 

and bees) If the credit card companies tried to extort this kind of fee there would be all types of 

government intervention to reduce it. 

Research has also shown a number of other possible detrimental outcomes due to smart meters such as 

newer appliances not working, fires and huge increases in fees incurred. 

Just so you know, I do not have WiFi in my house, I use an old fashioned plug in phone and while I do 

have a cell phone it is turned off except when I need to use it and I do not carry it on my person. 

Thank you for considering my issues and I look forward to a positive result from your commission 

looking into and setting less exorbitant and unnecessary fees. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sandra Satchwell 

 

 

 




