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From: JEZak 
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2013 10:42 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: BC Hydro Smart Meter Choices Program

  
From: Edward Zak 
          ., 
           
  
Please consider my letter of comment for the BC Hydro Smart Meter Choices Program. 
  
  
The "choices" BC Hydro offers are not choices.  They are coercion to get people to have the smart meters installed.  $35 
a month to read a meter that is read every 2 months.  The only thing missing is that they will turn your power off if the fee 
is not paid.  The title of the program should read "BC Hydro Smart Meter Coercion Program". 
  
BC Hydro uses words like choice, smart, and benefits to mislead people.  The smart meter program is a fraud.  BC Hydro 
is trying to sell us something we do not need.  The smart meter program doesn't cost BC Hydro anything.  We have to 
pay for the program and we do not even know how long the meters will last.  Germany rejected their smart meter 
program.  The meters were found to be of no benefit especially for low power users.  There are cheaper ways to get 
timely power consumption data.  Put up meters at substations ! 
  
This brings us to the question, --Why does BC Hydro want smart meters?  They want to intrude our homes.  The meters 
have that capability.  No doubt BC Hydro has its plans.  Can BC Hydro be trusted?  This year Powerex, BC Hydro's 
marketing arm was fined $730 million for price gouging the people of California.  California was charged $3 billion for 
electricity, which is a lot of electricity or a high price since BC Hydro produces just over $2 billion of electricity a year.  
Could BC Hydro do something like that again?  Look at the fees for those who want to opt out of the smart meter 
program.  What are they?  --coercion, a cash grab, or extortion? 
  
People have good reasons not to want smart meters around their homes.  Some are electro-sensitive and it makes their 
life unbearable.  Others have compromised immune systems and the radiation makes their condition worse.  People living 
near banks of smart meters fear for their health. 
  
Orinthe de carboxlase (ODC) is a growth enzyme studied in cancer research.  Radio frequency (RF) radiation causes 
elevated levels of ODC activity, just like known carcinogens.  This was known at least 12 years before 2011 when the 
watchdog International Agency for Research on Cancer classified RF radiation as 2B Possibly Carcinogenic.  (Possibly 
means it is harmless OR it causes cancer.)  At the rate health authorities work we may have a full blown cancer epidemic 
before they find RF radiation carcinogenic. 
  
In 1999 Health Canada requested the Royal Society of Canada to do a comprehensive review of the potential health risks 
associated with exposure to RF fields.  A quote from page 17 of their report: "There is ample evidence children and the 
elderly are more suceptable to chemical and radiological hazards."  In their conclusions on page 111, they stated specific 
biological effects have been observed in relation to non-thermal RF exposure correlating in their association with adverse 
health effects.  They supported additional research in this area. 
  
Future health consequences of living in a radiated world could be very costly.  Lawsuits would spring from this program 
which is aimed at the elimination of the analog meter whether by coercion or the expiry of the analog's seal.  40 000 
analogs were destroyed at the start of the smart meter program.  In no way was there any accomodation of the people 
who rejected smart meters for health reasons.  Replacing the smart meters with non-radiating analogs would be the least 
of BC Hydro's costs. 
  
BC Hydro's mandate is to provide cheap electric power.  They should investigate getting insurance for the health/litigation 
risks posed by smart meters.  Alternately epidemiological studies should be done, or existing ones reviewed, to assess 
the potential effects of RF fields on human health.  These studies should be considered their "canary in a coal mine".  
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There are plenty of areas where populations are at high risk to RF fields.  Take a survey and look for high incidence of 
disease versus a control group.  Or study worker health in occupations with exposure to RF radiation. 
  
When dead canaries are found it is time to get out.  To Health Canada tumors on the side of the head one holds their cell 
phone are not conclusive proof  cell phones cause cancer but it may be to a judge. 
  
The costs of the risks of smart meters could be limitless.  As for reading the legacy and radio-off meters there is a firm 
that reads the meters for Terasen Gas.  Its name is Ola Meters Inc. and its readers are paid 40 cents per meter. 




